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Pusuic Law 601, 79TH ConaREss 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


. ae 7 . . . * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
RULE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COM MITTEES 
s ~ s * * > * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and at- 
tacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, 
and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any 
necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in- 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 8s3p CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 
. . a * * * * 
RULE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
the following standing committees: 


~ » * + BS * * 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
. a a * + 7 > 
RvuLE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * : % * * 

17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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COMMUNISM IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA-MARYLAND 
AREA 


(TESTIMONY OF MARY STALCUP MARK WARD) 


MONDAY, JUNE 11, 1951 


Unitrep States House or RepreEsENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTER 
on Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 


Washington, PC. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION 


A subcommittee of one of the Committee on Un \ met l¢ an Activities 
met pursuant to call at 10:30 a. m. in room 226, Old House Office 
Building, Hon. Francis E. Walter presiding. 

Committee member present . Hon. Francis E. Walter. 

Staff members present: William A. Wheeler and Courtney E. 
Owens, investigators. 

Mr. Wavrer. Let the record disclose that I have been designated 
by the chairman as a subcommittee of one to hear the testimony of 
the witness this morning. 

Mr. Owens. Mr. Chairman, the witness this morning is Mrs. Mary 
Staleup Markward. 

Mr. Wavrer. Mrs. Markward, will you raise your right hand and 
be sworn? Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to 
give shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I do. 

Mr. Water. Have a seat. 


TESTIMONY OF MARY STALCUP MARKWARD 


Mr. Owens. Will you please state your full name? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Mary Staleup Markward. 

Mr. Owens. What is your present address? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Chesterbrook, Va. 

Mr. Owens. When and where were you born ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. February 10, 1922. 

Mr. Owens. Where were you born? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Chesterbrook, Va. 

Mr. Owens. Give the committee a résumé of your educational 
background, please. 

Mrs. Markxwarp. I graduated from Central High School, Wash- 
ington, D. C., in June 1939, and after that I attended a trade school, 
the Modern School of Beauty Culture, and I graduated as a beautician 
in 1940. 
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Mr. Owens. Will you relate to the committee your employment 
background since completing your education ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I went to work for Mrs. Ethel Meyer and she 
was my only employer. I worked for her at 2301 Fourth Street NE., 
and at 4807 Massachusetts Avenue NW., constantly until 1945, as a 
beauty operator. 

Mr. Owens. Mrs. Markward, have you ever served as a confidential 
informant to an investigative agency of the United States Gov- 
ernment ¢ 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Yes; I have. 

Mr. Owens. Can you tell the committee the genesis of this em- 
ployment ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. While I was employed at the beauty shop on 
Massachusetts Avenue I was approached by an agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in Washington and is discussed with me 
the question of the role of the Communist Party in the United States, 
and the fact that, although following the line of being in full agree- 
ment with the United States as far as the war against Germany was 
concerned, it had not always been in such accord with the United 
States, and that they had reason to believe that potentially this Com- 
munist organization would be a danger to the Government of the 
United States. 

I considered what he had told me over some time, and came to the 
belief that I could be of assistance to my Government by joining this 
organization, the Communist Party, in Washington, D. C., and fur- 
nishing information of what I found out to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 

Mr. Owens. You were just an ordinary working girl in a beauty 
shop and were approached by the individual you have just described ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Did you have any idea at that time as to why you were 
approached with this request ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. No; I did not. 

Mr. Owens. Did your employer know you had been approached 
with such a request ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. She did not. 

Mrs. Owrns. What was the approximate date of this first contact ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Very early in 1943. 

Mr. Owens. Where were you living at the time you were approached 
by this representative of the Federal Government ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. At 330 Rhode Island Avenue NE. 

Mr. Owens. Will you tell the committee when you became active 
on behalf of the Government and began supplying them with infor- 
mation regarding Communist activities in the District of Columbia? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I joined the party in May 1943. As far as any 
personal notice to me is concerned, my relations hip with the Com- 
munist Party has never ended. I think I paid dues to cover January 
a actually participated as treasurer of the Communist Party 

1 Washington and signed checks as such as late as October 1949, 
whe n, because of illness, it was impossible for me to continue activities. 

Mr. Owens. We will go into the offices held by you a little later, 
but for the sake of chronology, will vou te ll] the committee how you 
made your initial contact with the Communist Party in Washing- 
ton, D. C.? 
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Mrs. Markwarp. I went to their office on Ninth Street in Wash- 
ington, D. C., in order to subscribe to the Daily Worker. While there 
they sold me other literature and discussed with me something about 
the Communist Party. This was just before Martin Chancey was 
to go into the Army, and the Communists were planning an affair 
which was to be a joint occasion, a sendoff for Martin Chancey and 
a celebration of a successful recruiting drive which had just ended. 
They gave me a printed invitation to this party, which was held at the 
Odd Fellows Hall, 400 block of Seventh Street NW. 

I went back to the office on Ninth Street about a week or so later 
because the Daily Worker was not being delivered to me, and at this 
time they urged me again to attend the party. 

Mr. Owens. This original contact which you have just described 
was subsequent to your agreement with the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation to begin operations in their behalf ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is correct. 

Mr. Owens. What was Martin Chancey’s position in the Communist 
Party in the District of Columbia at that time? 

Mrs. Markwarp. He was the retiring executive secretary. 

Mr. Owens. Who was to take his place when he went into the Army / 

Mrs. Markwarp. James Branca. 

Mr. Owens. Will you tell the committee in your own words how 
you were actually recruited into the Communist Party as a dues- 
paying member ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. When I went to the party for Martin Chancey, 
Casey Gurewitz and Bruce Minton were sitting in the back of the room. 
They asked if I was a member; and I said “No.” ‘They said, “Let’s 
do something about that.” That was the reception I got at this party. 
Later on, after the program, and so forth, was completed, I was ap- 
proached by a woman I had known as a customer at one of the beauty 
shops where I had worked. This woman was Charlotte Young. She 
introduced me to these people I had been talking to, and also to James 
Branca. 

At this point I was asked to sion an application for membership in 
the Communist Party. There was some discussion as to who was to 
receive credit for recruiting me. Gurewitz and Minton wanted to 
take credit, and so did Charlotte Young. James Branca took the 
position I should wait and think it over. I put it on the basis that I 
knew Charlotte Young, and that I would sign an application that 
night and pay the 50 cents intiation fee. After signing the mem- 
bership application, I was told I would be assigned to the Northeast 
Club and would attend meetings of that club. They told me that 
Sadie Chancey, the wife of Martin Chancey, was membership secre- 
tary of that club. 

Mr. Owens. You place this as May 1943 when you first actually 
joined the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is right. 

Mr. Owens. And you have stated that you last paid dues in the 
Communist Party for January 1950; is that correct to the best of 
your recollection ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is right. 

Mr. Owens. Roughly speaking, then, you were a member of the 
Communist Party supplyi ing information to the Federal Government 
for almost 7 years; is that correct? 
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Mrs. Markwarb. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Mr. Chairman, for the sake of orderly procedure, I 
think it best that we proceed with Mrs. Markward’s testimony in a 
chronological fashion. This will entail her recollection as to Commun- 
nist Party organization in the District of Columbia for almost 7 years. 

I should like to state at this time that the witness has advised the 
committee that some of the people whom she knew as members of 
the Communist Party some years ago have dropped membership, and 
others have been transferred. In all cases in which she has specific 
knowledge of this, she will so state. Also, the witness is working 
without benefit of her personal reports that she submitted over these 
years, and in many cases persons were recalled to her through ques- 
tio! Ing by the committee staff. 

Mrs. Markward, at the time you were assigned to the Northeast 
Club in 1948, do you recall who were the officers of that club at that 
time ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Frank Brown, a Negro laundry worker, was chair- 
man. He has since dropped his membership in the Communist Party. 
Sadie Chancey, the wife of Martin Chancey, was membership sec- 
retary. 

Mr. Owens. What other individuals do you recall as being members 
of the Northeast Club when you first joined in 1943 ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. It will be easier for me to identify people over 
the period of the Northeast Club from the time I joined in 1943 until 
the organization of the Communist Political Association in 1944. 

Mr. Owens. Suppose you do just that, then. 

Mrs. Markwarp. Alice Branca, the wife of James Branca. 

Al Underwood, a heating engineer who formerly worked at the 
Atlas Building, where the Communist Party offices were located. 

Benny Secundy. 

Harold and May Tischler. Harold Tischler was a photographic 
salesman at that time. 

Jack Katzoff and his wife, whose name I can’t recall. He was a 
pharm cist. 

Charlotte Young and Virgil Akeson. 

Addie Rosen was a member of the club. She has since transfered 
out of Washington. 

Dav id Budd, W ho was a barber, was a member. but he went into the 
service and did not rejoin the party when he returned. 

Althea Moore was a member. She later transfered out of Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Kauffman were members. He went into the 
service and she went out of Washington, and they did not come back 
to Washington after his return from service. 

Mr. Owens. Benny Secundy, whom you mentioned as being a mem- 
ber of the Northeast Club in 1943 or 1944. can you identify him 
further ? ; 

Mrs. Markwarp. He was an electrician and I believe worked for the 
Brisker Electric Co. 

Mr. Owens. You testified that-Addie Rosen was a member. Do you 
know her husband ? ; 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. His name was Will Rosen. 

Mr. Owens. Did you ever know him as a member of the Communist 
Party in Washington, D. C.? 
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Mrs. Marxwarp. Yes; he joined the party later on, in 1945, and 
was assigned to the Petworth Club. I had an understanding that 
he had formerly been “ member, but he was for some reason not a 
member of the party for the period from 1943 until he joined in 
1945. 

Mr. Owens. Is he the same Will Rosen who figured in the Alger 
Hi Ss ise as the re ipient of a For | automol ile once owl ed by Alger 
Hiss? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes; he is the same one. I believe he operated a 
dry-cleaning establishment at that time. 


Mr. Owens. Do you have any other knowledge regarding this trans- 


Irs. Markwarp. No. 


M 
Mr. Owens. How long did you remain asa mber of the Northeast 
Club of the Communist Party of the District of Columbia ? 


Mrs. Markwarp. Until the Communist Party became the Commu- 
nist Political Association in 1944. 

Mr. Owens. Before we get to the organization of the Communist 
Political Association, will you tell the committee more about your 
activity in the Northeast Club when you first became a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Markwarp. My first assignment was to sell Sunday Workers, 
which I did very conscientiously. By the middle of August 1943 
I was asked to attend executive committee meetings of the club, as 
a result of my work in selling Sunday Workers. In the fall of 1943 
the \ made me press director of the Northeast Club. In January 1944 
| was elected chairman of the Northeast Club. i 

In early 1944 the party ran a large reeruiting drive, and ] received 
an honorary credential as a visitor to the national Communist Party 
convention because my club had more recruits then the other clubs. 
This was an expense-paid trip. 

Mr. Owens. This was the convention where the Communist Party 
was to become the Communist Political Association: is that correct ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is correct. 

Mr. Owens. You were not actually a delegate from Washington; 
were you ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. I was a visitor. 

Mr. Owens. You were a visitor ? 

Mrs. Markxwarp. That is right. 

Mr. Owens. Before we get to the convention, will vou continue with 
your activities before the Communist Political Association was formed 
in 1944? 

Mrs. Marxkwarp. When I became active in the Northeast Club, I 
was invited to city council meetings of the Communist Party in 
Washington, D. C., which were more or less meetings of all active 
Communists in Washington, D. C. They called it the city council 
because it was a gathering of all active members of all clubs in the city. 

Mr. Owens. Can you place a date on this development ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Approximately June 1943. 

Mr. Owens. Will you relate to the committee, to the best of vour 
recollection, who attended these city council meetings at that time? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. James Branca was present and usually presided 
as chairman. 
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Calvin Cousins; Florence Plotnick McDonald, who has since left 
Washington; Charlotte Young; Robert Paul; Mrs. George Kauffman ; 
Casey Gurewitz. Al Lannon, who was the district organizer and has 
since left the Maryland-District of Columbia district, was present also. 

Mr. Owens. Can you recall where these city council meetings were 
usually held ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. Usually at the Moses’ home, 400 block on T Street. 

Mr. Owens. Can you tell the committee how the Communist Party 
obtained the use of the premises at that address 

Mrs. Markwarp. I don’t know. I think they had been using them 
for club meetings of the Northwest Club of the party also at this time. 
I know that since the reorganization of the Communist Party as such 
in Washington, they have not been able to obtain the use of these 
premises 

Mr. Owens. Did you know who would see to it that the premises 
were obtained for meetings ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Iamnotsure. I don’t know. 

Mr. Owens. How many people would usually be in attendance at 
these city council meetings ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Probably between 30 and 35. 

Mr. Owens. Did you attend any other high-level meetings of the 
Communist Party in the District of Columbia before it became the 
Communist Political Association ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. The Communist Party changed to the Communist 
Political Association in May 1944. Prior to that time, I attended 
city executive committee meetings. The city executive committee is 
the same type of group as that which is now called the city board. 

Mr. Owens. How did you qualify to attend these meetings? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Well, I was a leader in one of the larger and more 
active clubs in the city, and I was invited to attend the meetings. 

Mr. Owens. Who attended meetings of the city executive com- 
mittee in 1943 and early 1944? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. James Branca, Eugene Holmes, and Margaret 
Holmes, his wife. ‘These people attended city committee meetings, 
but some of them may have been attending as I was; that is, not elected 
to the city committee. 

Mr. Owens. You stated Eugene Holmes and Margaret Holmes, his 
wife, attended meetings of the city executive committee. Can you 
further identify these individuals? 

Mrs. Markwarb. He is a professor at Howard University, and his 
wife is a beautician. 

Mr. Owens. What group did Eugene Holmes represent at city ex- 
ecutive committee meetings, as you recall ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I believe he represented a white-collar profes- 
sional group. 

Mr. Owens. To your knowledge, how long was E ugene Holmes a 
member of the Communist Party in W ashington, D.C. 

Mrs. Markwarp. Eugene Holmes was dropped os the rolls for 
security reasons in late 1943 or 1944. 

Mr. Owens. For what security reasons, specifically, if you recall? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I believe that he had reason to believe that his 
party membership had been exposed, and of course his employment 
would have been at stake, so he gave up his membership rather than 
lose his job. 
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Mr. Owens. To your knowledge did he ever rejoin the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. No. 

Mr. Owens. Who were some of the other members of the city execu- 
tive committee, if you can recall ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Charlotte Young and William Johnson are the 
only others I can definitely say attended. 

Mr. Owens. You have testified that you attended the national con- 
vention of the Communist Party on an expense-paid trip. What 
convention was this? 

Mrs. Markwarp. This was the convention held in May 1944 to 
officially change the Communist Party to the Communist Political 
Association. 

Mr. Owens. With whom did you go to this convention ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. With Elizabeth Searle. 

Mr. Owens. Was she a delegate to the convention, or a visitor like 
yourself ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. She was a visitor, also. At this convention, visi- 
tors were welcome. It was Communist Party policy to send more 
trade-unionists and Negroes as delegates rather than actual function- 
aries such as Elizabeth Searle. Visitors had to be certified by the 
district committee. 

Mr. Owens. At that time was Elizabeth Searle a paid functionary 
of the Communist Party in the District of Columbia ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. She was a paid functionary in the District of 
Columbia up until the time of this convention. She was a district 
functionary after this convention. 

Mr. Owens. Mr. Chairman, for the sake of clarity it should be 
stated at this time that the State of Maryland and the city of Wash- 
ington, D. C., comprise a given district of the Communist Party of the 
United States, and it is not to be confused with the city organization, 
of Washington, D. C. When we refer to the Communist Party of 
Washington, D. C., we will so state. When we refer to a district 
organization, it means the organization which encompasses the State 
of Maryland and the city of Was shington, D. C. 

Mrs. Markward, to come back to this convention, do you recall who 
the delegates were from the Maryland-District of Columbia district ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. James Branca, Al Lannon, Jack Flaherty, Doxey 
Wilkerson. These individuals were among the delegates and alter- 
nates. I don’t recall how many others attended, but I do recall that 
it was a larger delegation than succeeding conventions. 

Mr. Owens. Can you recall what took place at this convention ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. The purpose of the convention was to dissolve the 
Communist Party into the Communist Political Association. I re- 
member Earl Browder got up and made a motion to this effect, fol- 
lowing which there was a rising ovation for about 10 minutes. He 
then made a motion to organize the Communist Political Association, 
and there was some discussion on this motion. Browder stated that 
the Communist Political Association was to follow a line of coopera- 
tion with the United States of America, looking toward the winning 
of the war. 

Mr. Owens. Is that the reason which the leaders of this convention 
gave for this changeover in name, or did they have other reasons 
which they gave? 
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Mrs. Marxwarp. Well, the reasons for the change of rame had been 

ehly discussed through the party prior to the convention. 
Browder was putting forth the policy that it was possible for Com- 
munist »and get along ed States. and that this was 
true also for the Negro people and other minorities. He stated, of 


rs he " ll going to fight for these minority groups, 
yt not i h a militant way: that they were making progress 
thro a] the ec] inges } le employment, and so forth, due to the 
ur. The line was that we did not need a political party 5 that the 
Communists could work the existing system without a separate 
p iti party. I don’t know f anvone on the lower levels under- 
tood just what the leadership was doing. but even prior to the con- 
vent hey will willing te cept atever the leade ship suggested. 
T entral point of the convention was whether or not to change the 
rather than 1 it the organization was to do, as what to do had 
lready beet fn rly well | | | he higher lea lership of the 
Mr. Owens. Where was this convention held ? 


Mrs. Markwarp. In New York City. 

Mr. OweENs. And ou iv 1 it vou ittended w { 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is right. 

Mr. Owens. Did ve u and she tav at a hotel in New York? 

Mrs. Markwarp. No. She stayed with one of her friends and I 
aved with an r of her friends. 

Mr. Owens. Of her friends? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. She had made the arrangements. 

Mr. Owens. Elizabeth Searle had made arrangements for the room- 
ng of herself and you? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Y« 

Mr. Owens. Were the individuals with whom vou staved in New 
York identified to you as Communists? , , 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Do you recall the names of the persons you stayed 
with ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. There was just a woman and her small son. I be- 
lieve her married name was Augusta Carlson. She also went under 
the name of Augusta Banks. 

Mr. Owens. How long did you remain in New York. 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I believe 3 or 4 days. 

Mr. Owens. Following this national convention in New York, 
where the name of the Communist Party was officially changed to the 
Communist Political Association, what sort of organization was 
effected in Washington, D. C.? 

Mrs. Markwarp. The Communist Political Association was formed 
also in Washington, D.C. This organization was rather loose as far 
as discipline was concerned. The members were not under such iron 
control as they had been under the Communist Party. I got the im- 
pression that a lot of the old-time Communist Party members did not 
approve of this new organization and its form and activities. 

Mr. Owens. Did you get the impression that many individuals who 
had been members of the Communist Party were not in entire agree- 
ment with this new move by the party ? 


Elizabeth Searle? 


oth another of 
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Mrs. Markwarpb. That was the impression we got when they failed 
to take part in the activities for the benefit of this new organization. 

Mr. Owens. However, eal they maintain their membe rship ¢ 

Mrs. Marxwarp, Yes. They paid dues. 

Mr. Owens. What was the formal organization in the Maryland- 
District of Columbia district during the days of the Communist 
Political Association / 

Mrs. Marxwarp. We had a district organization headed by a dis- 
trict committee and a district board. 

Mr. Owens. How and where was this district committee elected ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. At the district convention. 

Mr. Owens. Where was that held? 

Mrs. Markwarp. In Baltimore. 

Mr. Owens. Subsequent to the national convention in New York? 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is right. 

Mr. Owens. Who were the members of the district committee of the 
Communist Political Association when it was first organized 4 

Mrs. Markwarp. Al Lannon was chairman. Elizabeth Searle was 
secretary. Doxey Wilkerson was educational director. I believe 
William Johnson was treasurer. Other members that I can recall 
were Dorothy Blumberg, Al Blumberg, and James Branca. 

Mr. Owens. What was the date of the district convention in Balti 
more; do you recali 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I do not recall. 

\ir. Owens. It was subsequent to May L944 ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is right. 

Mr. Owens. What was the local or city organization during the 
day s of the Communist Political Association ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. We had a city convention here subsequent to the 
national convention, at which the local organization was established. 
The city committee was elected at this time, and the principle of one 
city wide club was also established. 

Mr. Owens. Then the city committee of Washington, D. C 
elected at this city convention 4 

Mis. Markwarp. That is correct. 

Mir. Owens. Who were the members of the « ity committee during 
the days of the Communist Political Association ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. James Branca was chairman. Casey Gurewitz 
was secretary. And I was treasurer. The position of treasurer in 
cluded the duties of me mibership director of the Communist Political 
Association, because as treasurer I was responsible for the collection 
of dues 

Sy Bakst, — Peek, Calvin Cousins, William Johnson, Dorothy 
Strange, and Charlotte Young were also members of this committee, 

Mr. Owens. To the best of your recollection, during the days of the 
Communist Political Association in the city of Washington, D. 
what wot ld you say was the tol il local membership ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. 1 would say a conservative estimate would be, 
roughly, 230. J might mention that at the end of our recruiting drives 
the membership on the rolls was apt to be higher than this, but this 
was more or less the constant figure. 

Mr. Owens. You have testified you were city treasurer during the 
days of the Communist Political Association; is that right? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. That is right. 


«5 Was 
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Mr. Owens. As treasurer, then, you were a member of the city com- 
mittee of the Communist Political Association ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Yes. Actually, the city committee elected the offi- 
cers during the days of the Communist Political Association. As 
treasurer of the city committee I was also treasurer of the city organ- 
ization of the Communist Political Association. 

Mr. Owens. As city treasurer during the days of the Communist 
Political Association, what were your duties 

Mrs. Marxwarp. To collect dues from. all members and to maintain 
i membership list. In addition, I was in charge of the assignment 
of party books, I handled transfers, and I had charge of new registra- 
tions. I think I should make it clear here that these duties were 
taken over more or less gradually, as I became acquainted with the 
organization and its work and cain a trusted member, to be trusted 
vith these files and so forth. But I did have all of these duties during 
the final days of the Communist Political Association. 

Mr. Owens. During the days of the Communist Political Associa- 
tion you had in your custody a complete membership list of all mem- 
bers: is that correct? 

Mrs. MAarxwarp. That is correct. 

Mr. Owens. When would you say the Communist Political Asso- 
ciation was functioning in the city of Washington as such? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I would say from June 1944 until the Communist 
Party was reorganized on October 14, 1945. 

Mr. Owens. You have testified that you collected dues as part of 
your duties as city treasurer during the days of the Communist Politi- 
cal Association. To whom did you turn over the dues money that 
vou collected ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. To the district office in Baltimore. The local 
office in Washington kept a certain percentage. 

Mr. Owens. Do you recall how much that was per month? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. No. The collections were irregular. Dues were 
paid on a quarterly basis, and some paid for a year at a time, and 
some members didn’t pay at all. 

Mr. Owens. Mrs. Markward. the committee has asked vou to search 
your memory Ww ith av iew to recalling individuals who were members 
of the Communist Political Association, and I understand you have 

: list of : approximately 76 names of people who were members of the 
C ommunist Political Association during its existence. I also under- 
stand that some of the people on this list have been transferred from 
the city of Washington, and some have dropped their membership 
completely. 

I hand you herewith a list compiled in executive session with you, 
and ask you if this is the list of persons you h; ave identified as having 
been members of the Communist Political Association in Washington, 
D. C., between June 1944 and October 1945 ? 

Mrs. MarRKWARD. Yes. 

(The list of names handed to the witness is as follows:) 


Alice Branca James Branca 

Al Underwood Florence Plotnick 
Benny Secundy Sadie Chancey 
Harold Tischler Addie Rosen 
Charlotte Young Althea Moore 
Berry Lee May Tischler 
Hattie Griffin Virgil Akeson 


Robert Miller Emma Robinson 
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Calvin Cousins 
Casey Gurewitz 
William Johnson 
Mary Staleup 
Dorothy Strange 
Sy Bakst 


Joseph (7?) McDonald 





Pearl Banks 

Gladys Whittaker 

Lem Belton 

Gus Alexiou 

Anna Green 

Joyzell Shore 

Helen Winik 

Polly Sherman (Mrs. Al Sherman) 


Esther Rothschild 
Adamson 

Erroll Anderson 

Jobn Anderson 

Gertrude Evans 

Sol Minowitz (deceased ) 
Pearlman 

Joe Pierce 

Sylvia Soloff 

Dan Crystal 

Marie Ricl 
Ann 
James 


1 
I be 


Charles 


Sam 


ardson (Harris) 
Bancroft 

Jaffee 

1 Older 

Joe Rinis 

fom Williston 

Vie Fleischer 


Mr. Owens. 


ory at this time. 


Mrs. 
Mr. ¢ 
ist 


Markwarp. Yes, I did. I 
Ywens. You have testified 
mul Political Association, 
and o1 
Mrs. 
Mr. Owens. 
elation, 
Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 
section of the Communist Politi 
from three groups made up th 
Political Association. 


I realize that these 
However, at the time of the 
Association’s existence, I imagine ; 
names to the agency for which you were worki 
: kept it 
{ 


the 
] ‘ : yn } { . . 
ie large city club was formed: 
Markwarp. That is correct. 
During the existence of the Commun! 
was there any division whatsoever among the men bership 4 
There was what was called the white-collar 
il Association. 


; +: 
Is wnite 
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Andrew Older (deceased) 
Gertrude Rinis 

Evelyn Robbins 

Frances Jacobson 
Elizabeth Searle 

Sally Peek 


Hazel Galpin (transferred end of 
1945) 
Sally Balik (dropped to take under- 


signment ) 
Gertrude Hurney 

Lou Fourt (transferred) 
Thada Lord (transferred ) 
Dr. Irving Winik 

4 


cover as 


\l Sherman 

Sylvia Bernstein (transferred to un- 
derground ) 

Irving Studenberg 

Essie Adamson (Mrs. Charles Adam- 
son ) 

Rose Anderson (Mrs. John Anderson) 


Janice Bakst (Mrs. Sy Bakst) 


Lillian Benjamin 





Tilla Minowitz 

Annie Pearlmutter 

Sopl Rich 

Meri Sopotkin (transferred) 


Rose Walker 

Travis Hedrick 
Hedri« 

James Wils 


Rita Fleise 


Millie 


her 

alled from mem 
Communist Political 
you submitted a complete list of 


names are all rt 


y / 


current at all 
hat during the 


individua 


times. 


day oO} the (‘om 


) 


is that correct’ 
=f Political Asso 


The membership 


collar section of the Communist 


These were the Newspaper Club, the Thomas 


Jefferson Club, and the Abraham Lincoln Club. 
Mr. Owens. To your knowlede were there any other divisions of 


membership that you can recall ? 


Mrs. Markwarp. Yes, there was 


a club designated as W-37. It 


was in existence at the time I went in the party, and continued until 
after the Communist Party was reorganized. 
Mr. Owrns. Was this W-37 an underground club? 


Mrs. 


Markwarp. Its membership was kept under strict security 


regulations, but it was attached to our city membership. 
Mr. Owens. Would you tell the committee the make-up of this 


club as you understood it? 
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Mrs. Margwarp. This club was composed of men who worked at 
the Navy Yard in Washington, D. C., and their wives. I recall 
yup were drafted, and I believe most 


that many of the men from this g 
Ye . ' . 6 
the white-collar section 


or all of the wives were transferred into 
during the time of the Communist Political Association. 

Mr. Owens. You have testified that this cell was more or less an 
underground cell: is that correct / 

Mrs. Markwoop. That is correct. There was little generally known 
about the membership of this group, but I did receive dues and regis 
trations from this group. 

Mr. Owens. From W-37 ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is right. 

Mr. Owens. How many people would you say belonged to that 


119 
Cell 


Mrs. Markwarp. My best estimate would be about 12. I don’t re- 
membe1 exactly. 

Mr. OweEns. You stated that this cell remall ed in existence after the 
Communist Party was reorganized in late 1945; is that correct ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. My understanding was that this cell was dissolved 
late in 1945. At least, to my knowledge it was entirely detached from 


our city records. 

Mr. Owens. Can you tell the committee the individuals whom you 
knew to be members of W-37 ? 

Mrs. M ARK WARD. Vic F leis her and his wife. 

Mr. Owens. What is Vic Fleischer’s wife’s name ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Rita. 

Mr. Owens. Can you further identify these individuals for the com 
mittee ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Vic Fleischer worked at the navy yard until the 
time } e was transfe1 red out of W 37 and into the white collar section 
of the Communist Party. He now runs an auto repair garage in 
Wash neton somewhere. 

His wife, Rita, was transferred out of W-—37 pl ior to this time, dur 


i 


ing the days of the Communist Political Association, and placed in 


1 


the white collar section of the Communist Political Association. I 
believe they are both presently members of the Southeast Club of the 
Communist Party in Washington, D. C 

Mr. Owrns. Can you identify any others who were members of 
W-37 at any time? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Frances Jacobson was transferred out of W-37 
dui ing the Communist Political Association. she was dropped from 
my rolls near the end of 1946 or early in 1947 because of the fact that 


her husband was a Government employee. At this period, it had be 
come Communist Party policy to drop from the rolls of the Communist 
Party any member who worked for the Government or had a member 


of the immediate family working for the Government. This was a 
secul C\ measure, 

Mr. Owens Do you know Frances Jacobson’s husband’s name ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. No. 

Mr. Owens. You stated she was dropped from the rolls because of 
her hu baa d’s (zovernment employment. Do you ky Ow where he 


] { +] . 
worked ror ie Grovernm«e | 


Mrs. M REW rp. No, 
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Mr. Owens. Mr. Chairman, we have determined the identity of this 
individual and know of his present whereabouts. 

Can you recall any others who at one time were members of the W—3¢ 
cell at the Washington Navy Yard? 

Mrs. Markwarp. No, I can’t. 

Mr. Owens. Now, let’s gO back to the organizational processes 
through which the Communist Party has gone. When was the Com 
munist Party reorganized as the Communist Party of the U.S. A.? 

Mrs. Markwarp. In Washington, D. C., the final convention to 
reorganize the Communist Party was held on October 14, 1945. 

Mr. Owens. Was this prior to or subsequent to the national con 
vention when the reorganization was effected ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. Subsequent. 

Mr. Owens. Subsequent to the national convention ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Was this national convention also held in New York? 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is right. 

Mr. Owens. Did you attend that national convention ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I did not. The number of delecates to this con 
vention was greatly restricted, and I believe only four people in the 
district were allowed to go. 

Mr. Owens. Do you recall any of the district delegates to that 
national convention ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. William Johnson was one: and Al Lannon was 
one. 

Mr. Owens. You have testified that the city convention at whicl 
the Communist Political Association was dissolved into the Com 
munist Party was held on October 14, 1945; is that correct ? 

Mrs. MarKwarp. That is right. 

Mr. Owens. Were you elected as an officer of the Communist Party 
of Washington, D. C., at that time ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I was elected to the city committee at that time. 
The city committee elected its officers. I was elected treasurer or 
secretary-treasurer. I remember functioning as secretary-treasurer 
immediately following the convention. 

Mr. Owens. Can you tell the committee who else was elected to 
the city committee at that time ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. With the aid of the list which you have 
shown me, I can be certain of the following individuals: — 

Elizabeth Searle was elected chairman. 

Dorothy strange I believe was elected press director. 

I was elected treasurer or secretary-treasurer. 

Casey Gurewitz was a member of the committee. 

James Branca was elected in absentia; he was still in the service. 


Sy Bakst. Roy Hudson Wells. 
Morris Chansky. William Johnson. 
Travis Hedrick. Frank Nassis. 
Sally Peek. Evelyn Robbins. 
Gertrude Rinis. Al Underwood. 
Irving Studenberg. Gladys Felder. 


Louis Tuckman. 
Henry Thomas was elected to the city committee sometime after the 
convention, when he returned from the service. 


48906—54— 3 
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Mr. Ow1 ns. These people, with the exception ot Henry Thomas, 
were elected to the city Committee of the Communist Party in Wash- 
neton, D. C., in October 1945: is that correct / 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is correct. 

Mr. Owens. What were the duties of this city committee ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. The city committee had the overall supervision of 
ll of the activities and policies of the city organization. They were 
the ones Ww ho decided which programs were to be developed and where 
aco Cy was to be organized. 

Mr. Owens. Did the city committee perform all of the functions 

it you have just described ? 

Nii Markwarp. This city committee as such was a rather cum 


person iffair, and in the effort t overcome the mistakes they felt had 
ef ide DY the Communist Political Assoc lation, they elected a very 
broad gro p of ndividuals to the city committee, and these members 
did not all really function as city committee members should. They 
ther did not attend meetings or did not Carry out the functions of 

eebings. Some were transferred and some were dropped. In 

me the membersh Pp dwindled down until it was not an effective com- 


mittee, and it was rep! iced by meetings of all club chairmen, because 


as felt they had been elected by their club membership, which 
owed they were respected by their respective clubs. 

Mr. Owens. Actually. then. the leaders of all clubs assumed the 
duties and re ponsip lities of the cit) committee 4 

Miers. Markwarp. That is right. 

Mr. Owens. Of the individuals whom you have identified as having 
heen elected to this committee, which ones were later transferred out 
of the city of Washington ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Elizabeth Searle and Roy Hudson Wells were 
transferred out of the city. 

Dorothy Strange left her post of leadership in the party almost 


mmed ately ifter the convention of 1945, and she was out until I 


hink sometime in 1947, when she came back. She was active for a 
hile here and then transferred to New York City. 
Evelyn Robbins was dropped without prejudice because there was 
L security question in connection with her husband’s employment. 
Travis Hedrick was quietly removed from the rolls because of some 
employment he wanted to take. 
Mr. Owens. Did Travis Hedrick contemplate Government employ- 
ment ¢ 


Mrs. Markxwarp. I don’t know. He had something to do with 


newspaper work. It never was explained to me what he did or was 
to do. 


Mr. Owens. What type of work was Evelyn Robbins’ husband 
contemplating ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. He was a student at George Washington Uni- 
versity, and I believe he was doing research under a Government grant. 

Mr. Owens. What was his name? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Eugene Robbins. 

Mr. Owens. Did you know him as a member of the Communist 
Party / 

Mrs. Markwarp. He was a member prior to this time. 

Mr. Owens. At this convention in October 1945 in the city of 
Washington, did the Communist Party of Washington, D. C., estab- 
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lish the number and designation of clubs or branches which were to 
exist in the city of Washington ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. What the convention actually did was to set the 
pattern tor the organization of these clubs. In general it had been 
predetermined in discussions among the leadership as to what they 
should be. I gave the organizational report to the convention, which 
gave this question to the membership for its consideration. Of course 
the hames and designations ot clubs were subject to change from 
time to time as the membership changed. 

Mr. Owens. But were the clubs and their names discussed at the 
convention 4 

Mrs. Markwarp. I was not at the convention during the entire 
afternoon. I was excused because my husband was getting out of the 
Army that day. L am not certain that these spec he names were 
discussed at that convention. 

Mir. OweENs. Subsequent to the convention, how many clubs were 
to be org@anlZe cin the city ot Washineton / 

Mrs. Markwarp. Eleven to fourteen. 

Mr. Owens. Were they successful in this endeavor to reactivate 
11 to 14 clubs? 


Mrs. Marxwarp. This was approximately the number reactivated 
at this time. although in the course of vears between 1945 and 1949 as 
manv as 18 clubs were organized. I don’t believe more than 11 to 14 


actually funetioned at any one time. 

Mr. Owens. Mr. Chairman, I think for the sake of orderly presen 
tation we will have the witness identify the list of clubs she knew, 
and take each individual club and its respective membersh p. 

Mrs. Markward, will you tell the committee at this time the names 
of the clubs which the Communist Party sought to activate subsequent 
to the convention of 1945 ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. I will give you the list of names of the 
clubs which were subsequently activated. I think it is well to note 
that the clubs were activated around the occupational interest of the 
members, and names were adopted as a security measure. For in 
stance, if you had 5 printers, instead of saving there were 5 members 
of the Printers Club, it was felt that it was better to say 5 members 
of the Benjamin Franklin Club. And the same went to other trades 
which would more br less pinpoint the membership. 

Mr. Owens. Will you tell the committee the names of the clubs 
that were activated, to the best of your recollection / 

Mrs. Markwarp. The Printers Club, which was known as the Ben 
jamin Franklin Club. 

The Civil Rights Club. 

The Community Club. 

The Laborers’ Club, which became known as the Frederick Douglass 
Club. 

The A. F. of L. Workers Club, known as the Foster Club. 

The Health Club, which wis basically doctors and people in the 
health field. 

Industrial Clubs 1, 2, and 3. Industrial Club 1 was mainlv CIO 
cafeteria workers. Industrial Club 2 was composed mostly of mis 
cellaneous CIO workers. And Industrial Club > more or less took 
the role of a white-collar industrial club of CIO people of higher im 
portance than the ordinary worker. 
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ane Building Trades Club, which became the Krumbein Club. 

» Mid-City Club, which became the Elsie Smith Club. 

ne : Northeast Club. which became the Stanton Park Club. 

fy Petworth Club. 

The Newspaper Workers’ Club, which was known as the Rob Hall 
( ‘ub. 

The Southeast Club. 

The Students’ Club. 

The »V rol 1a Club, which became known as the Herman Boette} ier 


i » Youth Club, which became known as the Sam Banks Club. 

a pate ae 

The Ma Club. which was composed of members who lived 

Monte me sit Se anos Georees Counties. 

Mr. O esa T lat i total of 18 clubs? 

Mrs. Ma inp. Yes. Some of these clubs were actually organized 

the day sub equent to the ¢ letober 1945 convention, but I named 
them because it gave a more complete picture of the party organiza 
tion in the city of Wa eton since the reorganization of the Com- 
miu Party here. As I believe I have said before, there was little 


i 

lubs. The Railroad Club, 
for instance. was never able to stand on its own feet. It was jus ta 
question of when some party functionaries went in and called a meet- 


or no activity on the part of some of the « 


g occasionally and one or two members would respond. 

Mr. Owens. At this time I should like to vo into the individual 
ch you have just named. We will take 
; . club eparately. First. we will take up the Benjamin Frankl 
Club. Will you tell the committee the names of individuals whom 


members] p ol these elubs whi 





you have known to be members of the Communist Party assigned to 
This ¢ | ib 7 
Mrs. Marxkwarp. The Benjamin Franklin Club was composed of 
printers, and Hiram Mallakin was at one time chairman of this club. 
He was a printer on one of the ze FLON newspapers. 
afer, v club. He was a 
printer too, woo also worked for aad the local newspapers, L believe. 
Irving Stus nbe rg was a member “4! this club. He was a printer. 
He had worl a in the Government Printing Office prior to the war. 
He drove a. a ay He was a member of the o_w line Tr: ides C lub 
during the war, di iring the Communist Politi al Association. Since 
1945 he has worked for U. S. News & World Report, but I do not be- 
lieve he urrently employed 1 here. 
Jack iv ims Was at one time a member of this club. 


s also a ember of t] 


’ i 
] 1 
i I 


| ere were on ly ibout five membr rs of tl is club. 

Mr. Owens. To your knowledge, was Irving Studenberg a mem 
ber of the Communist Party or the Communist Political Association 
during his Government employment / 

Mrs. M ARKWARD. I have no direct knowledge that he was a member 


while an employee of the Government. 


Mr. Owens. When did you first come to know of his membership ? 

1 

Mrs. Markwarp. I di dn’ know Irving Stude boo until the days 
of the Communist Political Association, and at that time he was driv- 
nega taxicab. 

Mr. Owens. His Government employment had been prior 


his 
driving a cab? 
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Mrs. Markwarp. That is correct. 

Mr. Owens. Was his name carried on your rolls from the days of 
the Communist Politieal Association ? 

Mrs. Markxwarp. He was carried as a member of the Building 
Trades Club during the days of the Communist Political Association. 

Mr. Owens. Next I would like to take up the Civil Rights Club. 
Will you tell the committee the names of individuals whom you 
have known to be members of the Communist Party assigned to the 
Civil Rights Club? 

Mrs. Markwarp. The Civil Rights Club was comprised of people 
who belonged to organizations promoting civil rights. 

I remember collecting dues for that club from Gertrude Evans, who 
was a leading member. She worked for the Progressive Party here 
in Washington rather diligently and also for the National Negro 
Congress. 

Vie Fleischer and Rita Fleischer were members of this club, hav 
ing transferred from W-37. 

Rhea Krank was a member of this club who was transferred to 
Wa: hineton from Philadelphia. She became rather inactive after a 
ye! iod ofa few mont hs. She was employed at some social agency here 
in Washington. 

Errol Anderson was a member of the Civil Rights Club. He wasa 
pharmacist by occupation, | believe. 

Also in the Civil Rights Club was Joe Pierce. He became less 
active after the Communist Party was reorganized. He was an in- 
surance and real estate salesman. 

Marie Richardson was a member. She was also active in the Na- 
tional Negro Congress and Civil Rights Congress. 

Those are all the members I can recall at this time of the Civil Rights 
Club. 

Mr. Owens. I will ask if you can tell the committee the names of 
those individuals whom you knew to be members of the Communist 
Party assigned to the Community Club of the Communist Party in 
the District of Columbia ? . 

Mrs. Markwarp. This club was specifically organized to study 
community problems, but it did little on that issue. 

Tom Hurney was elected chairman of the club, and his w 
Gertrude Hurney, was a member. Gertrude Hurney later transferred 
to the Mid ( ity Club. Tom Hurney is co-Oownhel ot a self service 
laundry on Seventeenth Street above R, and also has an interest i 
the Hurco Auto Supply on North Capitol Street. I recollect also 
that Thomas Hurney served on the board of directors of the Washing 
ton Book Shop in 1948. 

Sol and Tilla Minowitz were members of the Community Club 
also. Tilla Minowitz operates the Superior Print Shop on Massa 
chusetts Avenue. Her husband, Sol is now deceased. Tilla Mino 
witz has served as an officer in the Community Club, and during the 
days of the Communist Political Association she was an officer in t 
Thomas Jefferson Club. She also erved on the be ard of directors of 
the Washington Book Shop. 

Helen Watman, who was employed by the CIO, I believe, was also 
a member of the Community Club. It is my understanding she was 
transferred to the Community Club from the Government under- 
ground group. 
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Lillian Clott was also a member of the Community Club, but she 
obtained employ ment with some organization W hich was either Soviet- 
controlled or a Sov iet satellite and, for technical reasons, she was not 
retained on the rolls of the Communist Party in Washington, D.C. 
She also served as a member of the board of directors of the Washing- 
ton Book Shop. 

Ray Pinkson was a member of the Community Club also. He is an 
electrician by trade. 

These are all the members of the Community Club I can recall at 
this time. ‘J he Book Shop hames were obtained from a list shown to 
me in executive session. 

Mr. Owens. You stated that Helen Watman was transferred to 
the Community Club from a Government underground group. Do 
you know w here she was employed in the Government ! 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I can’t recall. 

Mr. Ow1 NS. Do you know the designation of the group from which 
she was transferred ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. No. 

Mr. Owens. What would her transfer card show when it came into 
your possession 4 

Mrs. Markwarp. “From D.C. to D.C.” We had messages between 
this underground group and our organization here, and that was gen- 
erally the manner in which they were presented. 

Mr. Owens. Was Lillian Clott employed by a satellite embassy to 
your knowledge / 

Mrs. Marxwarp. That was my understanding, that she became 
employed in a satellite embassy. 

Mr. Owens. Did you ever know Lillian Clott by any other name? 

Mrs. Markwarp. No. 

(Thereupon, at 12:15 p. m., a recess was taken until 1:30 p. m. of 
the same day.) 

AFTER RECESS 


Mr. W ALTER. You may proceed. 


TESTIMONY OF MARY STALCUP MARKWARD—Resumed 


Mr. Owens. The next club you have named was the Frederick 
Douglass Club. 

Mr. Chairman, it will be recalled that at the last District of Co- 
lumbia hearings held by this committee, the Douglass Club was one 
of the main subjects of that investigation. At that time our hear- 
ings revealed practically the entire membership of that club. At 
this time I should like to read to the witness the names of individuals 
the committee established by testimony to be members of that club, 
and ask Mrs. Markward if they comprised the membership of that 
club, to the best of her recolle tion. 

These individuals are: Henry Thomas, Thomas Sampler, William 
Gray, Ernest Chambers, Norris Hammond, Gladys Thomas, and Roy 
Wood. 

To your knowledge, Mrs. Markward, were these individuals mem- 
bers of the Frederick Douglass Club ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. The basis for the organization of this club 
was to obtain membership from the A. F. of L. Laborers’ Union. It 
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was organized rather diligently after the return of Henry Thomas 
from the service. Right after Henry Thomas returned from the serv- 
ce, he was paid a subsidy of $15 per week for the purpose of organiz 
ing and establishing a Communist branch among the laborers. As a 
result of this, the Douglass Club was formed. 

Mr. Owens. Can you give the committee any explanation as to 
why for a period Roy Wood was a member of this club? As the com 
mittee understands it, he is a paid functionary of the party here in 
Washington. , 

Mrs. Markwarp. It is a party policy that all functionaries must be 
long to a club of the party. However, it was the policy as set down 
elther by the district or the city committee—I don’t know where it 
was Initiated—that the main concentration for work in recruiting in 
Washington should be among the A. F. of L. buildine trades. as this 
was the most basic industry in Washington with which we could make 
some progress. 

Mr. Owens. Can you recall at this time any other individuals who 
were at any time members of the Douglass Club ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. No. 

Mr. Owens. Next we have the Foster Club. Could vou tell the 
committee the names of individuals whom you recall as being mem- 
bers of the Communist Party in the District of Columbia assigned 
to the Foster Club ? 

Mrs. Markw ARD. This club was composed of miscellaneous A. F. 
of L. members. Food and restaurant workers were the main em 
phasis, particularly when this club was first organized. The rank 
ancd-file membership of this characteristic dwindled away, especially 
after William Johnson was removed as business agent of Local 209, 
A I, of L. 

Mir. Owens. Was that a local of restaurant workers ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Restaurant workers; ves. William Johnson was 
always an officer of this club. He was at one time chairman and at 
one time secretary. He was a member of the city committee elected 
in October 1945. He also served in the capacity of treasurer of the 
Marvland-Washington, D. C., district committee. I think he has 
pretty constantly been a member of both the district committee and 
the district board. He is a cook, the last knowledge I have of him. 

Mr. Owens. A cook in a hotel 

Mrs. Markwarp. No; I believe in a private restaurant. 

Mr. Owens. Do you recall where? 

Mrs. Markwarp. No. 

Mr. Owens. Proceed. 

Mrs. Markwarp. James Branca was a member of the Foster Club. 
He has for a long time been a member of the Communist Party in the 
District of Columbia. He has served on the city committee and has 
held a position on the Maryland-Washington, D. C., district commit 
tee. He was a paid functionary of the party in Washington in 1945 
and 1944. 

Jack Hvams was a member of the Foster Club also. I mentioned 
him prey iously as a member of the Printers’ Club, but he transferred 
to this club. He is a brother of Tilla Minowitz. 

Alfonso Nelson was a member of the Foster Club. He is a function- 
ary of the A. F. of L. Laundry Workers Union. 
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Frank Nassis, Gus Alexiou, and Mike Fleischer, who are all waiters, 
were also members of the Foster Club. ] might add here that this 
Tol ip of waiters for a time composed a subsection of the Foster Club 
called the Day Club, because they worked at night. 

Casey Gurewitz had a leading position in the Foster C lub. 

Eddie and Marcia Felter were members of this club also. She was 
a transfer from New York Cit \ and either attended Southeast Club 
meetings or went to the Foster Club with her husband. Eddie Felter 

L te levision mechanic. 

Mr. Owens. With regard to James Branca, you state he has been 
i Communist Party member of long standing in the city of Washing- 
ton: is that correct ? 


Mrs. Markwarp. That is right. 
Mr. Owens. Is that the same James Branea who testified before this 
mittee ¢ 


Mrs. Markwarp. I do so understand. 
AT 


ir. Owens. What is = present occu] ation, if you know ? 

5 ry} j ] ] 

irs. Markwarp. The last o cupation I knew that he had was when 
Le working for a wholesale drug firm here. That was in 1949. 

Mr. Owens. Do you know any other occupations he may have had 

Wa ngton ? 


Mrs. Markwarp. I know he drove a taxicab for a while, and prior 
his becoming a functionary of the party, which was approximately 
the time I joined the party, I andenined he was a member of the 
te-collar section of the party, and I know at one time he had been 
i schoolteacher in the District si ‘hools in W: ashi ngton. 

Mr. Owens. Are you able to date his employment by the District 
school system ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I am not. 

Mr. Owens. The next club you listed was the Health Club. Can 
vou tell the committee the names of individuals whom you knew to be 
members of the Communist Party of Washington, D. C., assigned to 

e Health Club? 

Mrs. Mar KW arp. Dr. Irving Winik an 

Dr. Samuel Pearlman was a member of 
tl t in town, I believe. 
\l Youngman and his wife, Ruth, were members of this club. 

lieve Al Youngman is associated in the ownership of the Albert 
Manlon Office Equ pment Co. 

Bel Rodman was a member of this club. She is the wife of 


| his wife, Helen Winik. 


hisclub. He is an optome- 


Babs Feldman was recruited into the Health Club. She was quite 
ictive in the Progressive Party in the 1948 election campaign. 
Esther Paskotff was also a member of the Health Club. I believe 


she t1 iste rred to the Mid-City Club after t he 1948 election. 

fom Williston, a doctor, was a member of this club. I don’t be- 
lieve he attended meetings of the club, but he did pay his dues and 
keep | ! bership through t! club, 


Mr. ( = ens. And vou received dues as having come from this club 
nd from Get 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes 

Mr. Owens. You me ntioned Dr. Irving Winik. Is he an M. D. in 
Washington ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Yes. 
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Mr. Owens. Did you know Samuel Rodman as a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. No. 

Mr. Owens. You have stated that in 1945 it was the desire of the 
party to establish cells known as Industrial Clubs 1, 2, and 3. Were 
these clubs ultimately three separate cells, or how were they handled ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I believe that initially the club was merely set 
up of persons who had their trade-union connections in the CIO, then 
it became practical, for easy functioning, to set up one club which 
was based primarily on the CIO cafeteria workers. That was Indus- 
trial Club No. 1 

Industrial Club No. 2 was more or less a miscellaneous CIO club. 
There were office workers and I think a few shoe workers and some 
redcaps in this section. 

Indstrial Club No. 3, I believe I mentioned before, was something 
more of trade-union functionaries and people more of a security nature 
in CIO unions. 

Mr. Owens. Let us take the membership of Industrial Club 1, which 
you say was composed primarily of C1O cafeteria workers. Will you 
tell the committee the names of individuals known to you to be mem- 
bers of the Communist Party of the, District of Columbia who were 
assigned to this club? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Sally Peek, who has been an employee of the CIO 
Cafeteria Workers Union since I have known her. 

Lem Belton, who is a cafeteria worker. 

William Taylor, who was the city chairman here during his stay 
in Washington, was in this club while he was here. He was later 
transferred to Los Angeles. 

Elsie Smith, who was chairman after William Taylor left town, 
was a member of this club prior to her death. She worked particularly 
in conducting classes in education for the women cafeteria workers, 
who were contacted and brought there and a great many recruited in 
this manner. 

Isadore Paskoff, who ope rates a self-service laundr y on Seventeenth 
Street above R, was a member. 

Benjamin Hart, Addie Whitley, and Julius Zelazo were also mem- 
bers of this club. 

In regard to Industrial Club 2, Griffin and Mattie Richardson were 
members who had contact. with the CIO redeaps in this city. I be 
lieve Griffin was in the union and Mattie was in the auxiliary. 

In Industrial Club 3, Sarah Rosenbaum, who had been an employee 
of the Washington Book Shop, and Sam Zibit, who was transferred 
out of town, were members. Sophie Rich, who was a member of the 
International Ladies Garment Workers Union was, I believe, also in 
this group. 

Mr. Owens. Would you say that the industrial clubs, particularly 
Industrial Clubs 2 and 3, functioned with a less degree of efficiency 
than the other clubs? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Industrial Clubs 2 and 3, particularly, functioned 
with a lesser degree of efficiency. They were reasonably good as far 
as dues paying was concerned, but they did not conduct “the educa- 
tional program, or sale of the press, as well as other clubs. 

Mr. Owens. Will you identify the individuals whom you knew to 
be members of the Communist Party of Washington, D. C., who were 
assigned to the Krumbein Club? 

48906—54——4 
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Mrs. Markwarp. Joe Rinis was generally considered the spokesman 
for the club. although I do not believe he held an office in the club. 
He is a partner of the Rinis-Tuckman Construction Co. Louis Tuck- 
man, his partner, was also a member. 

Jake Pearlman was a member of this club. 

Sol Horwatt was at one time 2 member, but I believe he may have 
transferred out. 

Morris Chansky. a paperhanger, was a member of this club. He 
was acting as secretary in the latter days of 1949. 

Nathan Puzrin, at one time business agent in Washington for the 
International Association of Machinists, was a member. He acted 
as secretary of this club over a long period of time, particularly 
during 1946 and 1947. I saw him regularly in this capacity. 

Henry Levin, a bricklayer, was a member of the club before he was 
transferred to the Maryland Club. 

George Yalsik, also a bricklayer, was a member of this club before 
being transferred to the Maryland Club. 

Myer Frieshtat was a member of this club. 

Sam Nussbaum was also a member of the Krumbein Club. 

Mr. Owens. With regard to Jake Pearlman, can you further 
identify him for the committee ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I believe he was a carpenter. 

Mr. Owens. Can you further identify Frieshtat for the committee ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I have an impression that he ran a business some- 
thing like the meat business, but I am not sure. 

Mr. Owens. How about Sam Nussbaum ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I don’t know. It is just the name I recognize. 

Mr. Owens. The next club listed is the Maryland Club. Can you 
identify for the committee the names of individuals whom you knew 
to be members of the Communist Party of the District of Columbia 
assigned to the Maryland Club? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Of course you know that some of these names 
perhaps have been included in some of the other clubs, because the 
Maryland Club was only made up in 1948 of people who had prior 
to that time been members of other clubs in the city. 

Sam and Ruth Abbott were members of the Maryland Club. He 
is a commercial artist. 

Harold and May Tischler were members of this club. She is a 
photographer, and I think they run a photographic business. 

Sy Bakst, before he was expelled, was a member of the Maryland 
Club. He runs a self-service laundry. 

Sam Beck, who runs a pharmacy, and Leita Beck, his wife, were 
members of the Maryland Club. 

Lillian Henley was a member of the Maryland Club. I under 
stand her membership was terminated because she went to work for a 
satellite embassy. 

Henry Levin and his wife were members. 

Irving Teitlebaum and his wife were members. 

Mr. Owens. What was Henry Levin’s wife’s name? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I am not sure. 

Mr. Owens. Do you know what Irving Teitelbaum’s occupation is? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I believe he is in business with his father. They 
jointly own a paint store on Georgia Avenue, I believe. 
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Mr. Owens. With regard to Sy Bakst, you said he was expelled 
from the party. Can you tell the committee when this expulsion took 
place ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I believe in 1949, at one of the last meetings I at 
tended, it was said he had been expelled. 

Mr. Owens. What were the reasons given ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. It was the “te of a discussion that had been 
in progress for quite some time. Sy Bakst had been associated with 
Bruce Minton, who was expelled nitions I believe he had his 
membership in Connecticut. At the time Bruce Minton was expelled 
there was much discussion among the leadership here, and it was be- 
lieved Sy would be a good member here: but he went in business for 
himself, and the Ober law was passed, and it was my understanding 
he did not cooperate sufficiently in having the Ober law submitted to 
referendum, and it was my understanding when he would not perform 
those dut ies he could ho longer be a member. 

Mr. OweENs. Was he actually expelled by the city organization, or 
on a club level ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. On a club level, and it was submitted to the city 
hoard for review, and they approved what the club had done without 
voine into details. 

Mr. OweENs. You stated Lillian He rf v hi id been drop yped by reason 
of her employment by a satellite ike assy. Was that Communist 
P arty police) y? 

Mrs. Markwarp. It was Communist Party policy that no one could 
be a member of the party and work for such an organization. I be- 
lieve that while prior to this time this had been done quietly, these 
charges were aka to the city committee because of the particular 
situation in Maryland. The district committee had made a rule that 
no member in Maryland was to leave the State without the consent of 
the district organization, that this was showing signs of deserting 
their posts, and by obtaining this employment where she could not 
remain a member of her Communist Party club and aid in conducting 
this e: ampaign against the Ober law, that she had so removed herself 
from the discipline of the party without their prior knowledge and 
consent. 

Mr. Owens. She was not expelled primarily for her acceptance of 
a job at a satellite embassy 4 

Mrs. Markwarp. It was for removing herself from fighting against 
the Ober law, as I understood it. 

Mr. Owens. To your knowledge, were many members of the Com- 
munist Party in Washington, D. C., employed at satellite embassies ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. We had the instance of Lilli: nec lott prior to this. 

About 1947, I believe, Al Underwood injured his foot and was 
unable to continue his regular employment as an engineer, and 
job was obtained for him at the Yugoslav Embassy as a chauffeur. 
rhis was prior to the time of the deviation of Y ugoslavia from the 
Cominform policy. 

Mr. Owens. What I am trying to ascertain is whether the party 
established a policy, as a security measure, of dropping people from 
their rolls if they accepted employment at a satellite embassy 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Did you know instances of such ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 





449() COMMUNISM IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA—MARYLAND AREA 


Mr. Owens. In other words, they did not want individuals om 
ployed at satellite embassies to be members of the C ommunist Party 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is correct. 

Mr. Owens. The next is the Mid-City Club, also known as the Elsie 
Smith Club. Can you identify for the committee the individuals 
whom you knew to be members of the Communist Party in Wash- 
ington, D. C., assigned to this club? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Helen Gurewitz was a member. 

Mr. Owens. She is the wife of Casey Gurewitz ! 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Esther Paskoff was transferred to this club from the Health Club. 

Jack Hyams and his wife, Zimmie Hyams, were members. 

Margaret Cannon: Henry Slaughter; Charlotte aan Oram: Ro- 
sario Pistone: and Roy Pe Itz. who used the party name of Jack Pearl, 
were members of this club. Roy Peltz transfe rred out of the Mid-C ity 
Club in 1949 and I believe became a member of the Krumbein Club. 
He is an associate of Rosario Pistone. 

Charles Adamson and Essie Adamson, not now employed, were 
members of the Mid-City Club. 

Rae Kagar, a nurse: Burton Felter, who was a cab driver: Muriel 
Paul, wife of Robert Paul; and the wife of Roy Wood, were members 
of this club. 

Mr. Owens. These individuals were members of the Mid-City Club? 

Mrs. MArRKwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. For the record I should like you to identify further 
Margaret Cannon. Can you give the committee further identifying 
information as regards = her ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. Her husband, Leslie Cannon, was also a member 
of this club. I believe Leslie Cannon works at or owns a pharmacy. 
Margaret Cannon, due to illness in her family, was unable to conduct 
much active work for the club, but was regular in paying dues, and 
she attended meetings as often as she could. 

Mr. Owens. What about Henry Slaughter / 

Mrs. Markwarp. He was an older man. I believe he was a retired 
printer. 

Mr. Owens. How about Charlotte Young Oram / 

Mrs. Markwarp. She was the person who was present at the time 
I was recruited. She always was a very active member within the 
limits of her physical ability. She had left Washington and gone to 
the west coast with her first husband, I believe in 1946, and probably 
came back here in 1947. 

Mr. Owens. She testified before this committee in 1949, did she 
not ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. I believe so. 

Mr. Owens. The next club listed is the Northeast Club. Can you 
identify for the committee the individuals whom you knew to be 
Communist Party members of Washington, D. C., assigned to this 
club? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I was chairman of the Northeast Club when it 
was reorganized in 1945, for a while, until my citywide duties became 
such that I could not continue this activity. Eugene Robbins took 
over the chairmanship when I left. Various other members have held 
this post since that time. 

Emma Robinson, a practical nurse, was a member. 
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Benny Secundy, an electrician with the Nathan Brisker Electric 
C'o.. Was a member. 

Millie Markison was a member. 

Shirley Taylor, the wife of William Taylor, the party functionary 
here, was a member. She also worked as secretary for local 209, the 
restaurant workers, for a while. 

Vera Fienstein was a member. The latest knowledge I had of her, 
she was running a restaurant of some sort. 

Addie Rosen, previously identified. 

Calvin Cousins, a laundry worker. 

Rose Clinton. I believe she was active in the Committee to Defeat 
the Mundt Bill in 1949. 

Robert Paul, who has been a city functionary here. He also worked 
us bookkeeper for Laborer’s Un on Local 74 for a while. 

Mever Auerbach, a salesman of food of some sort. 

Henry Landy, a railroad worker in the Washington Terminal yard, 
I helieve. 

Bill Muldrow, who I understand works in a gas station. He pre 
viously had worked for Tom Hurney at the Hurco place. 

Mr. Owens. Previously vou have testified that Addie Rosen’s hus- 
band, Will Rosen, rejoined the party in 1945. Was he assigned to 
this club to your knowledge? 

Mrs. Markwarp. No. He never was a member of the Northeast 
Club. He was assigned to the Petworth Club. 

Mr. Owens. Are there any other individuals whom you can recall 
who were at one time members of the Northeast Club / 

Mrs. Markw ARD. Leon Bick Was a member ot this club when he 
returned from service. He married Barbara Lichtenstein, and they 
went to the west coast. 

Richard Bancroft, who was at one time president of the cafeteria 
workers, was a member of this club. 

Mr. Owens. Next we come to the Petworth Club. Can you identify 
for the committee the names of individuals whom you knew to be 
members of the Communist Party of the District of Columbia as 
oned to the Petworth Club? 

Mrs. Markwarp. James Branca was a member of this club for a 
period after he returned from service, but he has also been assigned 
io the Foster Club. 

Alice Branca has consistently been a member of this club. 

Julius Kaplan was chairman of the club during 1949. He is an 
electrician employed at the Brisker Electric Co. 

Gertrude Rinis, wife of Joe Rinis, construction man, was a mem- 
ber of this club. 

Rose Kosofsky; Mary Chansky, wife of Morris Chansky; Jessie 
Michaelson, a secretary for a construction company located at Twen- 
tieth Street above K; Mischa Bord; Mr. Teitelbaum, Sr.; Irving 
Teitelbaum’s father, in the paint business on Georgia Avenue; Joseph 
Berman; and Joseph and Bessie Brier were all members of this club. 

Sam Abbott, the commercial artist, was transferred to the Mary 
land Club from this club. 

James Jaffee, who I believe had owned a grocery store, was a mem- 
ber of this club; and his wife, now deceased. 

Will Rosen was very active in this club prior to the time he dropped 
his activity due to the investigation im the Hiss case. 
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Mr. Owens. Jessie Michaelson whom you have identified as a mem- 
ber of this club, was she married ? 

Mrs. Markwoop. Yes. Her husband was named Sam, listed as a 
student, I believe. 

Mr. Owens. We will come to him later. I just want to establish 
identification. Are there any others you can recall who were at one 
time members of the Petworth Club? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Louis Pearlman and his wife, Rebecca Pearlman. 

Mr. Owens. Next we come to the Rob Hall Club, also known as 
the Newspaper Club. Mrs. Markward, we have been led to believe 
that this club changed its name many, many times. Do you have 
any knowledge regarding this? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes; I have. ‘There were various names by which 
it was known. Lincoln Steffens and John Reed were the most char- 
acteristic of the other names by which it was known during this period. 

Mr. Owens. Has the membership of this club been fairly consistent, 
however ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. At one time, when we were tightening up 
the security, it more or less separated into two groups. In other 
clubs they operated under one leadership, but in this club they divided 
into two, one Rob Hall and the other Lincoln Steffens. That was a 
club separation, The city organization never recognized that separa 
tion as such. 

Mr. Owens. Can you identify for the committee the individuals 
whom you knew to be members of the Communist Party of the Dis 
trict of Columbia assigned to this club? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Rob Hall was a member. He is Washington edi- 
tor of the Daily Worker. 

Mrs. Ownes. Was he chairman of this club? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I don’t believe he held the title. He was their 
representative to the city organization, however. 

Mr. Owens. Will you continue with the membership, as you under 
stood it, of this Newspaper Club? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Travis Hedrick, was a member of this club until 
he obtained some employment where he could not continue his activity. 

Alden Todd was a member. I believe he worked for Federated 
Press. 

Millie White Hedrick, the wife of Travis Hedrick, was a member. 
I believe she worked at the UE office. 

Andrew Older, now deceased: and Isabel Older, his wife. 

John B. Stone. 

Natalie Lamken, who was employed by the United States News 
and World Report. 

Dan Crystal, who at one time worked for United States News and 
World Report. I believe he had other employment later and trans- 
ferred to the Community Club. 

Don Pond. 

Al Sherman, who was doing some sort of public relations work; 
and Polly Sherman, his wife. 

Mel Fiske, Washington correspondent for the Daily Worker. 

Virginia Gardner, who worked for New Masses. was a member of 
this club while she was in town. She later transferred to the Mid- 
City Club. 
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Art Shields, who worked here for the Daily Worker, was a member 
of this club, but I am not certain as to the dates. 

Mr. Owens. Mrs. Markward, the committee has ascertained that 
Tr vis Hedrick at one time was employed by Tass Agency. You stated 
that he dropped his membership when he obtained certain employ- 
ment. Do you know what particular type of employment that was? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. It was my understanding that he was separated 
from his job with Federated Press and for a period of time was unem- 
ployed, then he secured other employment which necessitated that, he 
not be associated with the party organization here. I am not ac 
quainted with the details. 

Mr. Owens. Was it a policy of the party in the District of Colum- 
bia for an individual to drop his membership if he was employed by 
Tass Agency ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. We did not have anyone as a member while em- 
ployed by Tass Agency. 

Mr. Owens. Do you have any particular case in point on that 
policy ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Corinne Lautman, the wife of Robert Lautman, 
who has been active in Washington since 1947, worked at the Tass 
Agency until the spring of 1949, when she resigned her job there. 
She was immediately recruited and assigned to the Virginia Club, 
of which Robert Lautman was chairman. She mentioned to me per- 
sonally, however, that she had recruited Robert Lautman when he 
joined the Communist Party, so apparently she had been a member 
hefore she went with Tass Agence y. 

Mr. Owens. You have mentioned John B. Stone as being a member 
of the Newspaper Club. Do you have any knowledge of his activity 
with the National Committee To Defeat the Mundt Bill? 

Mrs. Markwarp. No. I know Rob Hall suggested him for mem 
bership due to his activity with the Progressive Party. 

Mr. Owens. You have identified Dan Crystal as a member of this 
club. Do you have any knowledge of his being a lawyer in the city 
of Washington 2 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mrs. Owens. Do you know where his offices are ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. No; I don’t. 

Mr. Owens. The next club listed is the Southeast Club. Can you 
identify for the committee individuals whom you knew to be mem 
bers of the Communist Party of the District of Columbia assigned 
to the Southeast Club? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Clara Hall, the wife of Rob Hall. 

Cynthia Edelson. 

Jean Todd, wife of Alden Todd. 

Arthur Chyatte, who runs a grocery store in southeast, and Sophia 
Chyatte, his wife. 

Willie Pearlman. 

Jack Katzoff, a pharmacist, and his wife. 

Frances Crystal, wife of Dan Crystal. 

Mr. Owens. Can you further identify Willie Pearlman ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. He is the son of Louis Pearlman, and is associated 
with his father running a grocery store in the 1800 block of G Street 
NW. 
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Mr. Owens. Do you recall any other members of the Southeast 
Club? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. No. 

Mr. Owens. Next we come to the Students Club. Can you iden- 
tify for the committee individuals whom you knew to be members 
of the Communist Party of the District of Columbia assigned to the 
Students Club, breaking it down into schools where the students were 
in attendance, if vou can? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. The students principally came from Howard Uni- 
versity and George Washington University. I think a little history 
of the stl dents Club would clarify the situation for the committee’s 
information. 

Frances Crystal in 1945 was a student on the George Washington 
University campus, : abe I believe on her own initiative had organized 
‘A ee of students in what was called at the time the Young Citi 

ns’ League. From this group they organized a Marxist study class. 
F rom this Marxist study class which was taught by me unbers of the 

leadership of the Communist Party, members were recruited. Among 
these were Howard Phillips and Robert Phillips. 

I might mention that it was prior to this time that Frances Crystal 
had transferred to our party here. I believe she came from one of 
the other organizations in Washington, the underground organiza 
tion, I believe. 

Just about this time a number of veterans who had either been 
Young Communist League members or Communist Party members 
before their period in the service, returned and went to school and 
became members of this club. Bernie Christopher Campbell was one 
of these. 

Moe Falk was a member. He was transferred in from one of the 
New England States at a later date. 

Chester Kurrier was transferred from one of the New England 
States. He was already a party member. 

These veterans were active in veterans’ organizations and were 
able to rec ‘ruit a number of other members. I am not certain who was 
the initial contact on the campus at Howard University. 

Mr. Owens. Before we leave this other group, the group you have 
just identified were all students at George W a University / 

Mrs. Markwarp. Except Chet Kurrier. He went to King-Smith 
Art School. 

Mr. Owens. Were there any others in attendance at George Wash- 
ington University ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Marvin Biskar: Eddie Majchrzyk: Morty Gold 
stein: a girl who married Marvin Biskar, her name was Galpert, | 
believe Ida Galpert. 

Mr. Owens. Mrs. Markward, these individuals whom you have 
identified at George Washington University, to the best of your know]l- 
edge are most of them still in Washington, or have they left the 
city of Washingon ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Howard and Robert Phillips transferred to New 
York. 

Marvin Biskar and his wife left town upon their marriage. I 
understand they went somewhere in the Midwest. 

Bernie Christopher Campbell was still here the last of my knowledge. 





COMMUNISM IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBI MARYLAND AREA 4495 


Moe Falk was not a resident of Washington, just astudent. I under 
stood he was to vo back to Connecticut when he finished his schooling. 

Mr. Owens. Were there any other members of the Communist 
Party at other universities in Washington, to your knowledge ‘ 

Mrs. Markwarp. There was quite a large number of members on 
the Howard University campus. Iam not certain who was the mem 
ber who initiated the recruiting on that campus. It must have been 
someone who was a former member and transferred here to go to 
school. But Charles Payne held leadership in the group during the 
time I knew it. Other members were: Sidney Gallwey, Jules Godsey, 
and George Jones. 

There was also a member, Henry Moss, who was very active here. 
He had for merly been associated W ith the Negero Youth Congress, and 
wasa member of the Youth Club, I be lie ve, turing Communist Politi- 

al Assoc} lation di: ays, and very — he is the person who helped 
start the movement on the Howard University Campus. 

Mr. Owens. When would you date the attendance at these univer- 
sities of the persons you have named ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Irrom 1947 to 1949. 

Mr. Owens. Were there any other Communist students at other 
universities throughout the city, if you remember / 

Mrs. Markwarp. There was a group at Maryland University. Sam 
Mi haelson, husband of Jessie Michaelson , Was One of the stude nts 
there. I don’t believe I know any of the others by name. Sam 
Michaelson was dropped by the Students Club because he wouldn't 
take a sufhic lently active part in carrying out the policies of the Com 
munist Party. 

Mr. Owens. Do you know the present whereabouts of Sam 
Michaelson ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. No; I don’t. 

Mr. Owens. Mr. Chairman, the committee knows the present 
whereabot ts of Mr. Michaelson. who is now teac hing’ sc] ool in this 
area 

With reg rd to the students or ex-students whom you have identi- 
fied, are there any other students in the Washington area whom you 
can recall as having been members of the Communist Party during 
seas cemninrehin duemies’ 

Mrs. Markwarp. There was an individual student recruited at 
George Wash ngton University who was acute ly ecurity conscious 
at the time he was recruited, and was not associated with the Students’ 
Club as such. That Was Donald Rothenberg Ile was ponsored by 
Eleanor Driesen, who at that time was functionary for a Spanish Aid 
Committee, I believe, at 802 F Street. 

Mr. Owens. Has she been previously identified by you as a mem 
ber of the Communist Party # 

Mrs. MarkKwarp. | believe not. She should have been. 

Mr. Owens. Will you identify her now ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. She was a member of Industrial Club I immedi- 
ately after the reorganization of the Communist Party, and 
transferred to the Community Club, and she transferred 
around 1947. 

Mr. Owens. Continue about Mr. Rothenberg. 

Mrs. Markwarp. I was asked by Eleanor Driesen, as city secretary, 
to come to her office to interview Don Rothenberg. whom she highly 





- 








4496 COMMUNISM IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA—MARYLAND AREA 


recommended as a reputable person who should be a party member. 
He agreed to join the Communist Party providing his membership 
would not be known to other than the very top leadership of the 
party. 
Mr. Owens. Was this in your presence / 
Mrs. Markwarp. This was in my presence as an official of the party. 
was there to see if he could get such an agreement from the party. 
was to decide if the party would accept him under those conditions. 
am certain his chairmanship of AVC had something to do with the 
auestion, but I was not certain it was the whole reason. I discussed 
th William Taylor, and it was agreed Don Rothenberg should 
be a member and pay dues as a member at large a d not belong to a 
chub. It is mv recollection that after that time he was assigned to 
the Community Club. 

Mr. Ow? ns. 7 his took place durin 


} @ his attel dance at George Wash- 
nvton | hiversity ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is meht. 

Mr. Owens. Does that pretty well cover the student situation in the 
citv of Washington ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. As well as I can recall. 

Mr. Owens. The next club listed is the Virginia Club. Can vou 
ident fy for the committee the individuals whom you knew to be mem 
bers of the Communist Party of the District of Columbia assigned to 
the Virginia Club / 

Mrs. Markwarp. Robert Lautman, who is a photographer and I 


believe has his office In connection wit! Prese) fation. Ine., Was the 
leader and organizer. He and Corinne Lautman were tive members 
n 1949 

Mi llie Ix il arek.a secretary ] don't ow Where Hie works. 

Nat and Ruth Iessin. Nat. in 1949. was manager of a cooperative 


store in Shirlineton, in Arl neton, Va. 

Nat and Millie Rive . Who operate thie hick-Toc Jewelry Store at 
Buckingham in Arlington, Va 

Harriet Glazier. I believe she lives in Fairlineton. 


Natalie Lamken attended the meetings of this club as well as the 
Rob Hall Club. 

Most of whe e 43 inh were acti the Pr ee 

tost oF the members of this club were iC \ thie rovressive 
Party n northern Vireinia, particularly durime the 1948 Campaieon. 

I was assigned to this club in 1949 and remained there as long as 


\ in active member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Owens. Next we have the Youth Club. Can vou identify for 
the committee individuals whom you knew to be members of the Com- 
, oO ed to the Youth Club? 
Mrs. Markwarp. | helieve aga we have to have a little bit of the 


I \ 


I> 4 


munist Party of the Dist: of Columbia ass 


istory of the Youth Club in order to make propel identification. 
T ae 
(“) the vouth who were members up to 1949: and (5) approximately 
the time I last attended a meetine of the \ uth commaiission in 1949, 


ere were three phases: (1) The youth who organized the club; 


it was announced it had been the decision of the national committee 
to dissolve the vouth elubs as such. and all members of such youth 
clubs were to carry out their mass activities through the Labor Youth 
League, and to carry out their party activities through either the 


neiehborhood clubs where they lived oO! the trade whion clubs with 


whi h they might be associated, This reassignment was just taking 





COMMUNISM IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA—MARYLAND AREA 4497 


place at the time I left, and I am not certain just where any of the 
members were reassigned. 

About the initial organization of the Youth Club, Barbara Lichten- 
stein Bick was, I believe, secretary. 

Mary Willoughby was a very active member. She was unemployed 
a good bit of the time, though she did work for local 209, A. F. of L., 
food worke rs. 

Evelyn Robbins was chairman of this group when it was first or- 
canized. 

Joe Holmes was a member also at about that time. 

Barbara Lichtenstein Bick went to California; Mary Willoughby 
drop ped her membership ; and i velyn Rob bin S dropped her mem- 
bership. New people were also ad led. 

Thelma Pearlman was transferred from Baltimore. She is the 
daughter of Louis Pearlman who owns the grocery store on G Street. 

Gloria Johnson Hollis was recruited by Marie Richardson threugh 
activities in the National Negro Congress. 

Maurice Banks, a cook, was recruited by Casey Gurewitz during a 
strike that the food workers had in Washington. 

Thomas G. Buchanan, who was an ex-Washington newspaperman, 
was assioned to this elub when he joined the party. However, after 
he lost his job and the Newspaper Club was negotiating to try to get 
the | American | Newspaper Guild to take up his case, he was trans- 
ferred to the Newspaper Club. Since that time he has been an em- 
lovee of the Civil Rights Congress. 

Marey Rinis was recruited into this club upon her graduation from 
college. Her parents had asked her not to join the Communist Party 
until she finished her college education. 

Mr. (OWENS. Is she the daughter ot Joe and Gert rude Rinis, prey l- 
ously mentioned by you? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Continue. 

Mrs. Markwarp. Marcia Winstead, who once worked at WQQW. 

Danny Shepard. 

Sonya Goldstein. Sonya Goldstein and Morty Goldstein were 
transferred out of Washington in late 1949 and I believe returned to 
New York. 

Joe Chuba had been a student at George Washington University. 
I overlooked him when we were discussing the Students Club. He 
became the youth director for the city and later the organizational 
secretary for the party in 1947. He was a member of the Youth Club 
prior to the time he left W a: in 1947. 

Bob and Nonnie Lautman were both members of this club. Bob 
transferred to be head of the Virginia Club. Nonnie was head of the 
Young Progressive organization in Washington and was teaching 
at the nursery school that I believe was run by a CIO auxiliary in this 
city. 

sert Pond, the son of Don Pond in the Newspaper Club, was a mem- 
ber for a period. He dropped his membership in 1948. 

Evelyn Robbins—I believe I have stated that she dropped her mem- 
bership about 1947. 

Mr. Owens. With regard to these individuals whom you have iden- 
tified as having dropped their membe rship, do you know the cireum- 
stances surrounding Mary Willoughby’s dropping her membership? 
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Mrs. Markwarp. I believe she had great difficulty securing employ- 
ment, and I believe she went to work for Freedmen’s Hospital. I be- 
lieve also she felt she had not been treated just right by the party mem- 
bers, and there was a little dissatisfaction with the party as such when 
she took this position. 

Mr. Owens. How about Evelvn Robbins’ reason for leaving? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Because of her husband’s employment. 

Mr. Owens. And Bert Pond, what was his reason / 

Mrs. Markwarp. Apparently at the time Tom Buchanan was ex- 
posed as a party member, Bert Pond was a person who might have 
exposed him, and he was under investigation for that, and about this 
time, for some reason, he dropped Nis membership. 

Mr. Owens. He was under invest 

Mrs. Markwarp. By the party. 

Mr. Owens. That take sus to the end of the list of clubs. | wiant 
you to reflect for a moment; there may be some individuals you re- 
member as members of the party whom you have not placed in any 
of these clubs. 

Mrs. Markwarp. There was an individual by the name of Joe 
Chandler who came to Washington I believe the latter part of 1945 
or perhaps 1946. He was a veteran returning from the service. He 
was apparently quite well respected as a Communist Party fune- 
tionary by the local leadership and efforts were made to bring him 
into the top leadership of the party. 


He was assigned to the Douglass Club to help the club in its ideo- 
] 


gation by whom 4 


j 
logical understanding of the party and its education, but he trans- 
ferred out of the City altter a very short pe riod. 

Mr. Owens. Do you have any knowledge of his subsequent return to 
Washineton, D. C.? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. No. 

Mr. ()WENS. \re you acquainted with R chard Ban roft ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. I mentioned he was at one time president 
of the Cafeteria Workers Union. He was not a member of Industrial 
I Club, but rather Industrial III Club. It is my understanding when 
the question came up of the leadership of that union having to sign 
the Taft-Hartley aifidavit, he resigned his job and went back to 
Howard University to further his education. 

Mr. Owens. Are you acquainted with an individual named Geneva 
Brown ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I know she did hold a party membership at one 
time. JI am not certain she was still a member in 1949. 

Mr. Owens. Can you identify her for the committee ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. She was a worker for the CIO Cafeteria Workers 
Un on. 

Mr. Owen. Are you acquainted with an individual named Leroy 
Coad ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I remember getting an application card for his 
membership. not once but twice. I got one application for member- 
ship in the Krumbein Club, and one for membership in the Dougiass 
Club, but this person Was assigi ed to the Douglass Club. 

Mr. Owens. Are vou acqu Linted with Theodore or Ted London ? 


Mrs. Markwarp. I believe he was a student. at American University 
ASSIOT\ ito the Northeast or Stanton Park Club. 
Mr. Owens. What year? 
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Mrs. Markwarp. I believe it was 1949. He was not a particularly 
active member, but he was carried on the rolls. His wife was Ada 
London. I believe she was a pharmacist. 

Mr. Owens. Did you know them both as members of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Are you acquainted with Carrie V. Miller? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. She was a member recruited in the North- 
east Club during Communist Political Association days. She was 
never an active member. 

Mr. Owens. Are you acquainted with Thelma Oster ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. She was a white-collar member during the Com 
munist Political Association. I believe she worked at CLO News or 
CIO National Headquarters. She worked with me in my meni ership 
work, particularly in picking up transfers into the city. 

Mr. Owens. You knew her as a member of the Communist Party # 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Are you acquainted with Esther Rothschild ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. She was a member during Communist Political 
Association day Ss. I believe she droppe d her membe rship shortly after 
the Communist Party was reformed. 

Mr. Owens. Do you know why? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Because her husband, after his return from service, 
got a Government job. 

Mr. Owens. Do you know what the job was? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I had an understanding he was a printer at the 
Government Printing Office. 

Mr. Owens. Did you know him as a member of the Communist 
Party ! 

Mrs. Markwarp. I did not. 

Mr. Owens. Are you acquainted with Morris Sharnoff ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. He was a member during Communist Political 
Association days. He dropped hi membvel sh p be ause he couldn't 
reconcile his being in business, beine a businessman, with being a 
member of the Communist Party. He said he would continue being 
a sympathizer but not an actual member. 

Mr. Owens. Mrs. Markward, you have stated previously that the 
underground organization of the Communist Party was separated 
quite distinctly from the organization of which you were a part. Is 
that correct 2 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. You have stated also that by reason of intercity trans- 
fers and intracity transfers, you obtained some knowledge of the 
underground apparatus in Washington. Is that correct ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. To some small degree. 

Mr. Owens. Mrs. Markward, I have gone over this with you in a 
previous executive session, and I should like now to ask you about some 
individuals whom we have discussed, and ask you to give the com 
mittee the benefit of your knowledge and experience regarding these 
individuals. 

Are you acquainted with an individual, Ruth Rifkin ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. What was the nature of your relationship with Ruth 
Rifkin ? 
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Mrs. Markwarp. I got a transfer card from this individual, together 
with a note saying if I contacted her I was to say I was Evelyn’s cousin. 
] believe she Was living aul McLean Gardens at that time. 

[ called and made an appointment to meet her. She was quite 
cautious about the way this meeting should take place. We met at 
Union Station and had dinner later. l learned later she was working 
for UNRRA 

Mr. (OWENS. Where did she come from ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. New York. 

Mr. Owens. What was the pur — of your contacting her? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I contacted | a s Evel) n’s cousin. 

Mr. Owens. Did you pick her apo your rolls / 

Mrs. ee vrp. Because of her working with UNRRA in the 
State Department, I could not transfer her in our organization as 

ein I, i talked to her. She seemed extreme ly Cc apab le and 


t good Communist, so I spoke to Elizabeth Searle about seeing if she 


ep rec up by some organization that did take members work- 


f« the Government, and Elizabeth Searle took the address and 
ow to get in touch with he ind said she would see what could be done. 
Mr. Owens. Did you subsequently see Ruth Rifkin ‘ 
\irs. VIArKYV ARD. Yes. She seemed disturbed DY the hhanner in 
h she had been contacted, and she asked if this other person was 
I] elt 
I went i eeneneeD earhe thout that, and she said it was all right 
because this other person was in a position that it would be assumed 


e was calling a ut union business. Ruth Rifkin and I had dinner 
together at the time we had this conversation. Ruth Rifkin told me 

Vas not lit a position, with UNRRA, that she wanted to seem 
iff la union. 

Elizabeth Searle told me to tell her not to call and talk to me over 

e telephone, so L had no further contact with her. 

Mr. Owens. Do you know if she was picked up by the underground 
organization / 

Mrs. Markwarp. I don’t know. I was told that whoever had con- 
tacted her, w ith the undereround, was all right. 

Mr. OWENS. Doy ou know who contacted her, with the underground 
organization ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. No: I don't. 

Mr. Owens. Did you gather from your conversation that Elizabeth 
Searle was in position to contact a Communist who was in position 
to see that Ruth Rifkin was taken into an underground organization ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Very definitely. 

Mr. Owens. Did Elizabeth Searle ever discuss this further with 
you? 

Mrs. Markwarp. We had no further conversation about this par- 
ticular interview. 

Mr. Owens. Are you acquainted with Joyzell Shore ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Will you tell the committee the nature of your acquaint- 
ance with Joyzell Shore ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I believe Joyzell Shore was either a member at the 
time I joined the party, or became a member not too long after that. 
She was more or less an open member, as I was. I knew her over a 
period of years, then she was transferred out of the local city organiza- 
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tion. Later she was transferred back into the local city organization. 
Mr. Owens. In other words, you received a transfer for her where- 
by you removed her from your records, and at a later date she was 
Pp laced back on your records; is that correct ¢ 
Mrs. Markwarp. That is correct. 
Mr. Own ns. Will you riefly tell the ommittee how this took place? 
Mrs. Marxwarp. I cannot recollect exactly the question of her 
transfer. I cannot pietu e the part ular transfer inn ym nd. How 
ever, I did have a conversation with Joyzell Shore after her transfer 


i 


back into our local organization. She also worked with me in the 
tracing and picking up of transfers at this time. I remember dis 
CUSSING with her the hardship she had endured She told me that 
when she transferred into the underground organization she had to 
sever all connections, social and otherw se, With the Tf ends she had 
made in the party organization; and when she transferred from the 
underground organization she had to sever all friendships she had in 
that organization. 

Mr. Owens. With respect to her transfers what would her transfer 


ecard how when she was tran ferred into the undererou aé 

Mrs. Markwarp. We did not use oflicial transfer blanks. It was in 
the form of a memorandum, ordinarily, with a date 
“Krom D.C. to D. ¢ 

Mr. Owens. Do you recall that she worked for the Government for 
a period of time? 

Mis. Markwarp. That is what she said 

Mr. Owens. She stated she worked for the Government ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. And during the tenure of her enployment with the 


md the notation 


Government is when she was with the underground apparatus ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is correct. 

Mr. Owens. Did she ever tell you anything about the underground 
organization to which she belonged ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. No. 

Mr. Owens. Are you acquainted with Helen and William Shonick ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. What is the nature of your acquaintance with Helen 
and William Shonick ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Their transfers came from an underground or 
ganization of the party here. The transfers came at approximately the 
time the Communist Party was being reorganized. 

Elizabeth Searle told me that the y had held quite responsible posi- 
tions in the underground organization, but had been more or less re- 
moved from these positions because they were not - k enough In 
rejecting the Browder line and accepting the change in party line. 

I am not certain whether they were removed ae their jobs at 
the same time; however, they did change employment at about that 
time. 

Mr. Owens. What employment did they have, if you know ¢ 

Mrs. Markwarp. I don’t know if they were employed by the Gov- 
ernment or by the Federal Workers’ Union. 

Mr. Owens. Where did they subsequently become employed ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Helen Shonick went to work for a while for 
U NRRA: then she was employed by local 209, A. F. of L. food 


workers’ union. 
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William Shonick was unemployed for a while, and then went to 
teach in Montgomery County schools. 

Mr. Owens. Mr. Chairman, the present whereabouts of William 
honick known to the committee at this time. 

Are you acquainted with an individual named Helen Watman ? 
Mrs. Marxwarp. I am. 

Mr. Owens. Will you tell the committee the nature of your ac- 
Wn mice W hy Hele: Watman ? 
Mrs. Markwarp. I received tructions to pick her up. I did, 
1 assigned her to the Community Club. 
; e was she transferred from ¢ 
Mrs. Markwarp. From an underground organization in the Dis- 


S 


1 


Mir. Owens. Had she been emploved by the Government ¢ 


Mrs. Markxwarp. [| understood so. I did attend one meeting at 


! nt of the White Collar Club. 
Of the Communist Political Association ¢ 
Markwarp. Of the Communist Party, in 1947. This was 
er transfer out of the underground. 
lr. Owens. During the period of your experience as an official of 


{ 


the Communist Party in the District of Columbia, was there, to your 
knowledge, a continuing liason between the organization of which 


ou were a part and the underground ¢ 
Mrs. Markwarp. It was my understanding that there were at least 
underground groups which were associated, more or less, under 
G e of the district leadership, though not of our city. They 
' ler the guidance of our city leadership particularly. 


Ie] zabet| Searle was a district leader as well as a city leader, and 


vr. Owens. As an official of the Communist Party in the District 
of Columbia, I imagine you were required to attend functions of 
tof the Communist Party held in Baltimore. Is that correct? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes; very often. 
Mr. Owens. How often would you say you were required to go to 


saltimore on party business ? 
Mrs. Markxwarp. I assume we are talking in general about the time 
after the Communist Party was re-formed 4 


Mir. OwENS. a MAT 18 correct. 
Mrs. Marxwarp. The distri 
| 


committee met ordinarily at least 
a month, and the district 


yard met twice a month. The dis- 

t committee meeting ordinarily would be all day Sunday or Satur- 
day afternoon: and the district board meetings were ordinarilv on 
lternate Friday nights. I was also a member of the Youth Commis- 
ere were often special meetings which required me to go 


I 
} 
I 


Mir. Owens. Did you, in the course of this commuting between 
| ore, come to know certain Communist Party 
em be n Baltimore? 


Mrs. Markwarp. That is right. 


Mr. Owens. How did you come to the knowledge they were members 
of the Communist Party ? 
Mrs. MARKWARD. Meet ngs of the district board of the Communist 


Party were restricted to known Communist Party members. I might 
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state, however, that I did not always know the identity of everyone 
who attended these meetings. 

Mr. Owens. Would you tell the committee the names of individuals 
whom you met in Baltimore, Md., and whom you later came to know 
as members of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Al Lannon was district chairman. He lived in 
Baltimore. He transferred out when Phil Frankfeld came to take 
over the leadership. His wife Elva was a member. 

Philip and Jean Frankfeld. 

Albert and Dorothy Blumberg. 

Herb Kransdorf and his wife. 

George Myer. 

Hannah Freichstat. 

Lou Gilbert, who, I believe, transferred out sometime subsequent 
to the 1945 convention. 

Ruth and Sam Fox. 

Jack Zucker and Ann Zucker. As I understood, they transferred 
out. , 

Joe Henderson. 

Esvend Jones. 

Elsie Smith, who transferred to Wash hneton and later died. 

Willie Blank was a Youth member. 

Sam Gordon. 

Milton Sife. 

Aaron Ost rofsky. 

Frank Pinter. 

sil] W ood. 

Maurice Braverman and his wife. 

Isadore Schwartz. I have not heard of much activity on his part 
since the reorganization of the Communist Party. 

Mike Howard. He was particularly active at the 1945 convention 
when the Communist Party was re-formed. He was a member of 
the Leadership Nominating Commission, of which | was also a mem 
ber. His subsequent activity has been less. 

Alfred McPherson. He was a trade-unionist. 

Steve Sebold was a member of an IWO group organized around 
some national minority. 

Pete Forrest. 

Selma Weiss. She was a Youth leader, particularly during the days 
of the Communist Political Association. She subse suently left Balti 
more al d went to Philadelphia, ] believe. 

Sally Winkler and her husband, Irvin, were active members. 

Martin Dean. I saw him throughout the time I was an active 
member of the party. 

Mary Roberts was an active member. 

Mrs. Chase Isaacs, known as “Mama Isaacs.” She was particularly 
active around the waterfront. 

Jack Flaherty was a member in Baltimore, particularly during 
Communist Political Association days. 

Mr. Owens. With regard to Jack Flaherty, do you have knowledge 
that he remained in the party after the reorganization of the Com 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. I have no knowledge. 
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Mr. Owens. In an earlier executive session you testified about a dis- 
trict meeting held in Baltimore, Md., in the early part of 1949, at 
which a verbal oath was taken by those in attendance not to bear arms 
against Soviet Russia. Is that correct ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. That is correct. 

Mr. Owens. Do you know the exact date of this meeting? 

Mrs. Markwarp. No; I don’t. 

Mr. Owens. Will you relate to the committee the names of indi- 
viduals who were there and did so take this oath ? 

Mrs. Markwarpb. The ones I can recall and can be positive of now 

Henry Thomas, Robert Paul, Rose Clinton, Charles Payne, Phil 
Frankfeld, Rob Hall, and Roy Wood. There was a Baltimore mem- 
ber by the name of Arthur Barri. I believe he was head of the white 
collar section in Baltimore at that time. He refused to take the oath 
because there was some question in his mind about the timing. 

Mr. Owens. Can you tell the committee the circumstances under 
which the actual taking of this oath came up? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Well, just prior to the time of this meeting, the 
Communist Party around the world had issued statements stating in 
Italy that the people of Italy would never bear arms against the Soviet 
Union: and I believe this went on in a number of countries. 

The Communist Party of the U. S. A., through its officials in New 

] 


York, had issued a similar statement: and aoe Frankfeld, in the name 
of the Maryland-District of Columbia Party, had issued a statement 


to the press to the same effect in the name of the membe thie locally. 

So actually the question was whether the members of the district 

mmittee and other active members who had been invited to this 
meeting would support this statement which Phil Frankfeld had 
ao” 

The statement was that members of the Communist Party would 
never bear arms against the Soviet Union. Naturally, in supporting 
this statement, they declared they would never bear arms against the 
Soviet Union. The only question that was raised was whether that 
yas an opportune tl ime to make such a statement public ly. 

Mr. Owens. That question was r aised by Arthur Barri? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Yes. He said he had not read the statement and 
was not ready to commit himself to it. 

Mr. Owens. Was he disciplined by the Communist Party at that 
time for that, do you recall ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. At that time it was stated he would have discus- 
sions with the party leadership. 

Mr. Owens. Was this the sole purpose for calling this meeting in 
Baltimore, to support the statement previously issued by Phil 
Frankfeld ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. No; it wasn’t. 

Mr. Owens. What was the purpose for calling the meeting? 

Mrs. Markwarb. At this time the Assembly of the State of Mary- 
land had passed a law which would require action against members 
of the Communist Party as an organization which was advocating 
force and violence, I believe; and it was felt that it was going to be 
necessary for the party in Maryland to go underground; and this was 
a meeting to see how they could operate under these special security 
circumstances. . 
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Mr. Owens. Were there any special orders given for the arrange- 
ment of this meeting ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes; there were. The district leadership gave 
sealed orders to a few of its most trusted people, and they were each 
asked to contact three or four additional people. 

[ will use my own meeting as an example. Roy Wood was asked 
to contact me—Robert Paul, Henry Thomas, Rose Clinton, and Sally 
Peek. We were told to meet at New Jersey and D Streets at a specific 
hour. We were not to wait there more than 5 minutes. Sally Peek 
did not make this appointment, so consequently, she did not get to 
the meeting in Baltimore. 

Roy Wood also had the address of the place where the meeting was 
to be held, and the specific minute when our group was to arrive at 
the meeting. He had sealed instructions. 

Mr. Owens. In other words, you were to get to Baltimore at a 
specific minute? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. And Roy Wood had those sealed instructions? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. He was to open them when we got to Balti- 
more. Then he opened the note and we went to the place designated. 

Mr. Owens. Where was it! 

Mrs. Markwarp. I don’t recall. It was a place we had never been 
to before. It was a basement room. 

Mr. Owens. The party was becoming more security conscious at 
that time? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Particularly in Maryland? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Can you recall now any more Baltimore people who 
were there ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I would not like to say. AI] the names I knew 
at the time, I did report to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, but 
this was a time when no note taking of any sort was allowed to be 
made in the room, so I had to rely entirely on memory 

Mr. Owens. Was such a procedure followed with regard to a meet- 
ing held in Washington subsequent to that, or not? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. There was a meeting held in the Willard 
Hotel in Washington subsequent to that under a false name. 

Mr. Owens. Will you relate what you know about that meeting? 

Mrs. Markwarp. A similar set of rules applied. A specific number 
of people were notified and were assigned a group they were to notify. 
However, we were not given any specific minute at which we were to 
arrive. 

Mr. Owens. Who, if you recall, finally showed up at the meeting 
at the Willard ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. About the same group, except I believe it was 
larger. 

Mr. Owens. What was the purpose of the meeting? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. It was a district meeting to discuss the political 
situation in Maryland. 

Mr. Owens. Why was it decided to hold it at the Willard Hotel? 

Mrs. Marxwarpb. Someone had the idea that was one of the best 
security things to do, to meet at a public place under an assumed name, 
and at the meeting all the members were addressed by false names. 








4506 COMMUNISM IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA—MARYLAND AREA 


Mr. Owens. Who arranged to get the room at the Willard? 

Mrs. Markxwarp. I believe Roy Wood. 

Mr. Owens. It may be repetitious, but will you identify the indi- 
viduals you recall having been there ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. Roy Wood, Phil Frankfeld, Bob Lautman, and 
Helen Shonick were in my group. 

Mr. Owens. Was Arthur Barri there? 

Mrs. Marky irp. I can’t be certain, but I believe he was. 

Mr. Owens. Roughly, how many would you say were in attendance ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. It was quite a large meeting. I would say 50. 

Mr. Owens. Weren’t there some repercussions in the party as a 
result of this meeting? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Walter Winchell the next morning, or that night, 
in his broadeast, announced that the Communist Party of Washington 
was holding a meeting in the Willard Hotel. 

Mr. Owens. Was there any disciplinary action against anyone as a 
result of that ? 

Mrs. Marxwarp. No; but there was a good deal of discussion about 
who let the cat out of the bag. They said they wouldn’t hold any 
more meetings until they found out, but I don’t think they actually 
found out, or at least they didn’t identify the person if they ever 
decide who to pin it on. 

Mr. Owens. During your membership in the party, in addition to 
the duties that you have already testified about, could you tell the 
committee what major propaganda campaigns the Conmunist Party 
conducted on a rather large scale? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I think the most significant would date from the 
time the Communist Party was reorganized. Almost immediately 
after that there was a campaign against the State Department. for 
their policy in China. I believe there were pictures in the press of 
the picket lines. I believe that was in the fall of 1945. 

There were campaigns around the Capital Transit Co., both around 
not raising the fare, and for not hiring Negroes as operators on street- 
cars and buses. There were petitions and leaflets. I am not sure the 
petit ions were ever presented. 

There were campaigns for price and rent control when they were 
major issues. 

There were campaigns around the railroad strike in the summer of 
1948. 

During the summer of 1946 the major activity was antilynehing, 
anti Bilbo campaigns. There was a tremendous parade down Penn- 
svylvania Avenue, and a mass meeting at the Lincoln Memorial, and a 
picket line aro nd the Mutual Broadeasting Co. while Bilbo was mak- 
ine a speech there. 

Mr. Owens. On national issues such as the trial of the 11. the 
Martinsburg 7, and so forth, where did the local party pick up the line 
that was to be parroted here locally ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. From the Communist press, and mimeographed 
bulletins were sent from time to time, and discussion outlines were 


sent. 
Mr. Owens. From where ? 
Mrs. Markwarp. From the national office of the Communist Party 
in New Y ork. . 
Mr. Owens. And what press are you speaking of? 
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Mrs. Marxwarp. The Daily Worker. Local pe op le were supposed 
to have initiative. I will say that during the trial of the 11 Com- 
munists, almost daily we would get telegrams from the national office 
when one of the lawyers would be cited for contempt, or when there 
was any sort of trouble. We were urged to put pressure on the court 
to quash the indictment, or to free the 11, or whatever was pertinent 
at the moment. 

Mr. Owens. With respect to the trial of the 11, did the national 
office require that the locals send pickets to New York for the picket 
line? 

Mrs. Markwarp. It was said it would be good if pickets came. I 
believe there was one occasion when a motorcade was to be organized 
lo go, 

Mr. Owens. Do you know of your own knowledge of any Washing- 
ton people who participated in the picket line? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I can’t state positively. 

Mr. Owens. Do you recall directives arriving in Washington from 
New York stating that it was advisable that local areas participate 
as much as possible in the picket line in New York? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I do recall such directives. 

Mr. Owens. Is there anything you would like to add to this testi- 
mony which you feel would be help ful to the committee in the pur- 
suit of its duty, or might he Ip it in its endeavors? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I think it might be well for the committee to take 
into consideration the areas of concentration in work, and areas in 
which at least a degree of success has been attained since the reorgani- 
zation of the Communist Party. 

I believe I have mentioned before that the decision of the district 
and city committees was to concentrate on the A. F. of L. building 
trades workers primarily, and food workers secondarily. This was 
because these places were where the larger proportion of persons were 
employed, and the places where we had the best roots to extend ac- 
tivity. 

In the building trades areas we were only partially successful. In 
the food area, with the necessity for signing the Taft-Hartley affidavit, 
and the strike which took place at approximately the same time, I be- 
lieve in 1948, there was great difficulty there. They were not able to 
obtain an active corps of persons who were in the industry tO Carry 
out the party policy there. 

William Johnson, at approximately this time was removed from his 
post as business agent of local 209 because he had been a Communist. 
His name had been on the lettenhead for the Maryland-District of 
Columbia paper. He would not say that he was not a Communist, 
so that the rank-and-file membership of that union also withered 
away. 

In the building trades field, at no time since 1945 had any progress 
been made in recruiting white workmen or skilled technicians. The 
ones we had were the ones we always had, and mainly they were busi- 
nessmen themselves and not workers. 

In the laborers’ field, however, under the leadership of Henry 
Thomas and other veterans, a rather remarkable advance was made. 
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and at least Henry Thomas was able to gain the presidency of the 
union and maintain the leadership and control of the union over a 
period of time. 

At the time when the question came up of signing the Taft-Hart- 
ley affidavit there, the decision was that they ‘should tac itly resign 
their membe rship in the party. This was contrary to the decision that 
Richard Bancroft should resign his job and not sign the affidavit in 
the food workers’ union. I believe most of the members of the club 
were officeholders in the union, who had to sign the affidavit, so the 
club, for all intents and purposes, went out of existence. I do not have 
knowledge subsequent to that time what is going on there. 

We have the picture of the food workers being on a steady decline 
since 1947, and of the rise and fall also of the laborers’ group. 

But the most serious step forward taken was the movement among 
the youth. 

Mr. Owens. Among the youth? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes; comple te control of the Young Progressives 
organization by the Youth Club of the Communist Party. “In fact, 
it reached the state prior to and subsequent to the 1948 election that 
it was harder to be a member of the Young Progressives than of the 
Communist Party. They were able to establish Marxist study groups 
among the youth who had been members of the YPA, and were able 
to recruit Marcia Winstead, Ida Galpert, and others, and our organi- 
zations on the campuses were able to spread out. 

They would start out with the YPA, and then say, “Well, the Com- 
munist Party has been doing it all the time, so why not join the Com- 
munist Party?” 

Mr. Owens. They were fairly successful with the youth ? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I would say they were. 

Mr. Owens. Anything else? 

Mrs. Markwarp. I think not. 

Mr. Water. Thank you very much, Mrs. Markward. 

(Thereupon, at 4:15 p. m. the hearing was adjourned. ) 
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